Multi-Stakeholder Calls to Action for Stronger Response to Conflict-Related Sexual

Violence Related to Myanmar

Support the Provision of Multi-Sectoral Services to all Survivors and Affected

Communities

Multi-sectoral services must support survivors’ immediate, medium and long-term
recovery and healing and promote dignity, agency and empowerment. Services must
be survivor-centered, trauma-informed and multi-sectoral, including medical, psycho-
social, livelihood, socio-economic, shelter, education and legal support.

Programming and activities must respond to the local context and the specific needs of
survivors, local communities and all persons impacted by such violations. They must
be informed by the realities on the ground, be safe, inclusive and survivor-centered so
they can meet survivors’ needs, reflect their lived realities and support their recovery
and healing.

Programming and support must recognise the devastating long-term and
intergenerational effects of Conflict-Related Sexual Violence (CRSV) on survivors and
their families, including children born of rape, and ensure there are the necessary
services to address intergenerational trauma and support survivors and affected
communities to reclaim and rebuild their lives and futures.

Sadly, not everyone survives sexual violence. Ensure dignity for all persons who died
following sexual violence and support for their families and communities.
Stakeholders supporting CRSV response should establish direct, long-term and flexible
partnerships with local Myanmar civil society, including women’s, youth, LGBTQI+
and Persons with Disabilities organisations who are supporting survivors and affected
communities, providing multi-sectoral assistance and services, documenting violations,
preserving historical records for future accountability processes and dismantling
entrenched gender discrimination.

Children living in conflict-affected communities are at severe risk of harm, including
sexual violence, exploitation and abuse. Child protection must: recognise girls’ and
boys’ different needs; ensure gender and age-appropriate services are available for all
child survivors; and be mainstreamed throughout humanitarian and Gender-Based
Violence (GBV) programming, including CRSV prevention and response.

Culturally informed, context-specific and needs-based support and programming is
key! All stakeholders should ensure local organisations’ active involvement and
decision-making roles throughout all phases of project design and implementation.
All CRSV response mechanisms should integrate Technology-Facilitated GBV support
into case management, referral and protection frameworks. Survivors should not have
to navigate multiple siloed systems for support services designed for digital or physical
forms of violence.



All stakeholders should establish or strengthen cross-border referral pathways to ensure
continuity of care for survivors who remain at risk of further harm, including online
abuse.

Funding for CRSV response needs to be flexible, non-earmarked, rapid and long-term.
This funding needs to reach local women’s and LGBTQI+ organisations who are best
placed to support survivors’ and affected communities’ immediate needs and long-term
healing. Funding needs to also support services for male survivors of CRSV.
Administrative requirements and processes must recognise the needs and operational
realities in Myanmar and must evolve to provide ongoing and adaptable financial
support to local organisations. This includes recognising significant security,
operational and administrative challenges faced by local organisations and ensuring
that funding opportunities are adaptable and accessible to a wide range of local
organisations without putting them at risk.

All solutions, support and services must prioritise survivors by promoting sustainable,
feminist, inclusive, non-discriminatory and gender transformative approaches.

Promote Inclusive and Intersectional Approaches to Addressing CRSV

All stakeholders engaged in CRSV advocacy and response should apply an
intersectional lens to properly understand how discrimination, inequality and
victimization come together to make the harm inflicted on survivors worse, as well as
survivors’ unique protection, support and rehabilitation needs.

All stakeholders should consider how multiple aspects of survivors’ identities,
including their gender, sexual orientation, religion, age, ethnicity, political affiliation,
disability and legal status, may make them vulnerable to different forms of
discrimination, oppression or violence, including CRSV.

Don’t forget about LGBTQI+ survivors! Ensure all CRSV responses are inclusive of
LGBTQI+ communities and meaningfully reach and respond to the specific needs of
LGBTQI+ survivors and affected communities.

Ensure that all CRSV-related programming is LGBTQI+, gender and disability
inclusive, across humanitarian settings, development programming and health systems,
including mental health and psychosocial support services.

All stakeholders should strengthen their understanding of the key role youth play in
providing emergency assistance to survivors and affected communities and empower
and equip them with the skills and space to participate and play a key role in community
support, cohesion and rehabilitation.

Strengthening Survivor-Centered and Trauma-Informed CRSV Response

All CRSV action must implement survivor-centered and trauma-informed approaches
which ensure that survivors’ dignity, safety, agency and healing are paramount.



All actors gathering any type of information related to CRSV must ensure survivor-
centered, safe, effective and ethical gathering and use of such information.
International stakeholders should establish safe, responsive and effective partnerships
with civil society and local Myanmar organisations and roll out quality training for
programming that ensures linkages to actors providing safe spaces and referral
pathways for survivors, including through GBYV, protection and other humanitarian
programming and services.

Stakeholders interacting with survivors to document CRSV and other violations must
ensure survivor-centered, trauma-informed and intersectional approaches, adhere to the
principle of informed consent and uphold the principle of do no harm, including by
prioritising survivors’ physical safety, mental wellbeing and access to immediate
medical, psycho-social, sexual and reproductive health, protection and other multi-
sectoral services.

CRSV perpetrated against children has severe and enduring physical, psychological
and social impacts. All stakeholders responding to CRSV involving children must
prioritise the best interests of the child, ensure survivors’ immediate access to
protection and multi-sectoral services and adopt survivor-centered, child rights-focused
and child competent approaches.

Funders and documentation initiatives must invest in ethical data practices, including
training for local partners in digital ethics, informed consent and secure information
management, which can be costly for local implementers.

Organisations collecting information and accounts of Technology-Facilitated GBYV,
including CRSV, must ensure: that consent is informed, voluntary and revocable at any
stage; that data is only collected where it is strictly necessary and can be securely
protected; and that evidence is only preserved in encrypted, access-restricted
repositories.

All funders and programmers must support, employ and require survivor-centered,
trauma-informed, intersectional and do no harm approaches to CRSV response.

Enhance CRSV Prevention Efforts

The Myanmar military and all armed groups must immediately cease all acts of sexual
violence and fully comply with obligations under international law and UN Security
Council Resolutions to prohibit and effectively prevent all forms of sexual violence,
hold perpetrators accountable and support survivors.

CRSV must be recognised as preventable and as a threat to international peace and
security.

Military laws, codes of conduct and gender and safeguarding policies must clearly
prohibit all forms of sexual violence, establish complaints and accountability
mechanisms, meaningfully integrate gender and intersectional considerations and be
effectively implemented.



Incorporating long-term, multi-sectoral support for survivors in all recovery and
durable solution frameworks is crucial to preventing CRSV and feeds into broader
GBYV prevention initiatives.

Conflict prevention also requires implementing bans on arms and aviation fuel and
imposing targeted economic sanctions.

CRSV prevention, response and survivor-centered considerations must be integrated
into wider initiatives including humanitarian response, peacebuilding and transitional
justice.

Accountability

Break the cycles of impunity for perpetrators of CRSV in Myanmar.

Support inclusive accountability processes to hold perpetrators of CRSV and other
serious crimes accountable in courts, including the International Criminal Court and
national courts with laws on universal jurisdiction.

Support the development of survivor-centered, gender-transformative and
intersectional transitional justice policies and processes.

Ensure that all current and future justice mechanisms, processes and actors are linked
with the relevant GBV referral pathways to ensure that survivors and witnesses can
access timely, safe and long-term multi-sectoral services, including community-based
protection and support.

All current and future accountability processes should incorporate witness protection
programmes to ensure the safety of witnesses and survivors.

Online platforms must remove any content that constitutes or promotes Technology-
Facilitated GBYV, including CRSV, such as non-consensual intimate imagery,
deepfakes, doxxing, coerced recordings and synthetic sexualised content targeting
women, human rights defenders and survivors.

Online platforms should work collaboratively with civil society organisations that
identify and report such content and ensure direct, fast-track communication channels
to Platform Safety Teams for survivor-centered redress.

Online platforms must target and shut down accounts and gambling-linked
pornography ecosystems, which are driving transnational trafficking and exploitation,
including for the purposes of sexual violence and/or exploitation.

Coordinated CRSYV Action

Strengthen collaboration and coordination to ensure CRSV is firmly grounded in the
Women, Peace and Security (WPS) and GBV agendas.

Prevent siloed approaches to CRSV and humanitarian response that risk further
entrenching discriminatory practices or fragmented responses and work together to
support survivors of CRSV of all genders, sexual orientations, religions, ethnicities and
ages.



e Ensure effective coordination amongst all stakeholders documenting CRSV to prevent
retraumatising survivors and overdocumentation and ensure survivor-centered
approaches.

e Dismantle silos - We are stronger when we work together! All actors should strengthen
coordinated, collaborative and coherent approaches to enhance survivor-centered,
intersectional and gender transformative CRSV action.

The Calls to Action for Stronger Response to CRSV were supported by UN Action Against Sexual
Violence in Conflict Network
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Platform Safety Teams
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