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President, Excellencies, 

Thank you for the opportunity to address you today. My name is Ikhlass Ahmed, and I am the coordinator and 

founder of Darfur Advocacy Group, an organization that advocates for civilian protection, documents human 

rights violations and provides direct support to victims, including to survivors of conflict-related sexual violence 

(CRSV), in Sudan.  

More than two years into the conflict in Sudan between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Rapid Support 

Forces (RSF), civilians are under siege1 — we are facing unfolding genocide,2 famine,3 and the world’s largest 
humanitarian4 and displacement5 crises. For the hundreds of thousands still trapped in El Fasher, where just last 

week at least 57 civilians were killed in an attack by the RSF,6 people are facing an impossible decision: risk their 

lives by attempting to flee, or stay and starve. 

CRSV, including rape, sexual slavery, kidnapping, and enforced disappearance of women, has become a hallmark 

of the war. These crimes have spared no one: from children as young as one7 to women as old as 75.8 More than 

12 million people, primarily women and girls, are at risk of gender-based violence in Sudan.9 Between 2023 and 

2024 alone there was a 288% increase in survivors seeking support.10 CRSV is taking place across the country, 

including in Khartoum,11 across Darfur,12 in IDP camps,13 and as women flee.14 And it is being committed by all 

parties to the conflict — the RSF, the SAF and their respective allies.     

These facts and figures do not begin to capture the horror of what is taking place in Sudan today, especially 

Darfur, where many women who were subjected to rape during the Darfur genocide are again experiencing the 

same violence at the hands of the same militias.15 Native African tribes, particularly the Zaghawa, Massalite, 

Tunjur, Fur, and Burti, have been targeted on the basis of their ethnicity,16 indicating that sexual violence is being 

used as an act of ethnic cleansing and potentially genocide. One survivor from Zalingei told us “they treated me 
as if I were not even human.”17 Another survivor told us that when she and four other girls were raped in Zamzam 

Camp by more than 12 RSF members, their attackers called them “women of ‘Falangaya,’” a slang term in Darfuri 
Arabic for “Black African slaves.”18 In one particularly shocking example, the RSF kept close to 100 women in 

sexual slavery in Khartoum, only 54 of whom were found after the SAF took control of the area.19 Those who 

survive such crimes have recounted their nightmare experience in captivity. Many survivors have died due to 

severe pain or injuries. Others have taken their own lives.  

Hardly a day goes by without a new report of rape of a woman or girl. As I address this Council, more than 30 

women and girls are still being detained by the RSF inside a former medical supply building east of El Fasher, 

some for more than seven months.20 We have no knowledge of their fate. These stories and these numbers are 

just the tip of the iceberg, as survivors often remain silent due to stigma and fear of retaliation. 

The RSF are committing these violations in an organized, widespread and systematic manner,21 as part of a 

strategy aimed at humiliating communities, displacing them, grabbing their property, and breaking their will 

through the bodies of women and girls.22 Though the RSF are responsible for most of the cases we have 

documented, all armed groups are committing CRSV in Sudan. Impunity has emboldened the SAF to commit 

sexual violence,23 including in Omdurman.24 We have also documented cases of women being raped by members 
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of the SAF-allied Sudan Shield Forces and Darfur Joint Forces25 in Al Gezira and North Kordofan, and by the 

Sudan People's Liberation Movement-North (SPLM-North) Al Hilu, an ally of RSF in South Kordofan.26  

Support for victims of CRSV in Sudan is nowhere close to meeting the overwhelming needs. Emergency 

contraception, prophylaxis,27 and safe and timely abortion services28 are nonexistent for most survivors. Women 

and girls are forced to give birth in dangerous conditions.29 Survivors need comprehensive sexual and 

reproductive health services, legal aid, access to justice, and mental health services. And they need to be able to 

access support safely, without facing additional harm.  

Women-led groups, emergency response rooms (ERRs), and local volunteers, who are so critical given the urgent 

needs of survivors, are also being targeted. Since the start of the war, there have been at least 174 separate attacks 

on health providers and facilities,30 including clinics providing reproductive health care and emergency response 

to survivors.31 Warring parties have also deliberately obstructed humanitarian access, including by looting 

supplies and restricting freedom of movement.32 Community-led mutual aid groups are also at risk: in April, the 

RSF burned down a women-led community kitchen in Zamzam Camp, deliberately killing volunteers Hasanat 

Musa, who was pregnant, and Nana Bahar Idris.33  

Excellencies, I want to make an important point. Right now, without the UN, without any mechanism for civilian 

protection, we — frontline workers and local volunteers — are the only actors on the ground. This makes what 

we do essential for saving lives. We can get food, medicine and supplies to those who need it quickly and through 

trusted channels. We can connect survivors of CRSV to the support they most need.  

But we are at a breaking point. We are working under extremely dangerous conditions, without any resources. 

We desperately need funding to continue the work that is keeping our communities alive. Without your support, 

we will fail. We cannot afford to fail.  

Excellencies,  

The people of Darfur have been without any form of protection since 2020, when this Council made the premature 

decision to withdraw the United Nations-African Union Hybrid Operation in Darfur (UNAMID).34 Today, 

international law is being violated by all parties, an almost unimpeded supply of weapons is flowing into the 

country35, there is no sustained humanitarian access, no systematic monitoring of violations36 — and no protection 

for civilians.   

Camps for displaced people, like Zamzam,37 Abu Shouk,38 and those in El Geneina,39 which should be protected, 

have instead become targets of the RSF. Without urgent intervention, more than 70 sites across Darfur risk the 

same fate — leaving millions of displaced people trapped, starving, and vulnerable.  

Excellencies, 

Impunity allows the cycle of violence in Sudan to continue. Only one individual has been brought to trial40 since 

the International Criminal Court issued arrest warrants 16 years ago against former president Omar al-Bashir41 

and his accomplices.42 This sends a dangerous message: that perpetrators of sexual violence can walk free.  

We need this Council to send a different message: that all eyes are on Sudan, and that you will not allow another 

genocide to take place under your watch.  

I therefore call on the Security Council to do the following: 

● Prevent genocide in Darfur. Demand that all parties fully comply with Resolution 2736 (2024),43 including 

by seeking an immediate cessation of hostilities. The RSF must stop its siege of El Fasher and cease 

hostilities in South Kordofan and Darfur.  

● In the absence of an immediate ceasefire, civilians must be protected. Urgently consider all options to do 

so, including by deploying a peacekeeping mission in Darfur.  

● Ensure unhindered humanitarian access. 



 

● Demand a stop to all external interference in the conflict, including by supplying weapons, in line with 

the arms embargo in Darfur. 

● Demand an immediate end to CRSV by all parties, and hold all perpetrators accountable. 

● Condemn all targeting of women human rights defenders and frontline workers and provide them with 

your full political and financial support. 

Excellencies, 

No just and lasting solution to this conflict can be achieved without the full, equal, meaningful and safe 

participation of women in Sudan. We are indispensable to achieving peace and ensuring justice for all survivors 

of CRSV, and must be included in any discussions to find a way out of the current conflict.  

Unfortunately, the crisis for women’s rights in Sudan is not the only one that demands urgent international action. 
My sisters in Palestine,44 Afghanistan,45 the Democratic Republic of the Congo,46 Haiti,47 Myanmar,48 South 

Sudan,49 Yemen50 and too many others face tragically similar situations — perpetrators violate women’s rights 
because they think they can get away with it. At an alarming moment for women in conflict zones around the 

globe, against rising militarization and a backlash against our rights, we need you to stand with us. End wars. And 

give peace a chance. 

Thank you.  
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