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This is a report of a survey on rape carried from September to October 2008 in all the 15

counties of Liberia. The survey was commissioned by UNNMiLassociation with the

Ministry of Gender and Developmetd provide an irdepth explanation on the culture of

rape in Liberia. Th specific objectives of the research werassess the prevalence of rape in

Liberia, attitudes, victim and perpetrator profiles, reporting rates aaltenbes and make

recommendations for addressing the problem. The main findings of the survey were as

follows:

1

About one out of everg (22%)respondents knew someone who had been r&esthondents

were more willing tadiscuss survivors they knew th#weir personal experiences. AboWo2

of the respondents reported having been raped. More rape incidents were found in urban areas
than in rural areas. Grand Gedeh and Sinoe reported the highest number of respondents who
had been raped. The lowest percentagairvivors was found in Maryland and Nimba.

Lofa County recorded the highest number of respondents (48%) who personally knew
someone who had been raped followed by Grand Kru where 45% of the respondents reported
knowing a survivor. About a third of theespondents from Rivercess and Sinoe knew
someone who had been raped. About a fifth of the respondents from Montserrado, Nimba,
Grand Bassa and Gbarpolu also reported knowing someone who had been raped. Lower
proportions of respondents who knew a surviware found in Bomi, Bong, Cape Mount,
Grand Gedeh and Margibi.

The research found that rape is a crime committed primarily against the young people. The
victims are predominantly young women between the ages of 10 ayehO

The perpetrators of rapeene mostly young adults and middiged men. About 86 were
between 20 and 39 years old. The majority were also known to thesictim

Of the respondents who had experienced raff, Wdctims told someone about it. Parents and
friends were the most likelygpple to be informed. Only 12.5% of the incidents were reported

to the police. The research also found that rape is more likely to be reported in urban than in
rural areas. Further, reporting of rape is linked to age. Victims who are below 19 years old are
more likely to repdrthan those 20 years old and abho@hallenges to rape reporting in
Liberia include stigmatization, shame, fear of retaliation from perpetrator, fear of not being
believed, perceived police corruption, familiarity with the perpetydéar of rejection by a

patner and fear oparens or guardias. Problems within the criminal justice system also
discourage victims from reportingpe

Respondentsxhibited some rape supporting attitudesn Aoverwhelmingpercentage of

respondent$83%) felt that women contribute to their victimization, particularly by the way
they dress. Parti ci paalsofeuhd tabedantextual.dArsigriificagt o f r




number of respondent&4%) expressed the view that rape could not be committed in
marriage and other intimate relationships. Those who believed that rape could not be
committed within marriage based their opinion largely on traditional and religious
understandings of marriagend dating relationshipfRespondents from Lof&County were

more likely to findforced sex acceptabligkewise, people who practiced traditional religion.
Poverty, the war and unemployment were identifigdrespondentsis causative factors to

rape in Liberia.

Major Recommendations

To encourage reporting and inased recourse to the legal process, the SGBV Unit within the
Ministry of Justiceshould be expanded agd/en the necessary support and assistance to train
and employ qualified staff to perform the relevant duties.

The government should dialogue with ttaatial authorities on ways of reforming customary
laws to protect women and children.

To ensure ownership and the sustainability of rape awareness programmes, traditional
authorities should be integrated into the natigmal/entionefforts.

The policeand the judiciary must bedequatelyunded to be able to perform their functions
effectively.

The police should be given continuous training on evidence gathering and women and
children protection.

The judiciary must ensure that all rape trials are lmetthmera as required by the Rape
Amendment Act. Further, prosecutenrsd judgesnust be trained on rape prosecution
particularly on the use of witness protection measures to minimize trauma.

Rape awareness programmes should temgifiedthroughout theountry. Public education
should also focus on attitude change, particularly the promotion of gender sensitive images in
the public, media and schools.

Given the high prevalence of rape among children, a@epih study focusing on the causes of
child rape should be done.

All efforts on rape must be coordinated to ensure consistency in the messages given out to the

public. There must be a standard procedure for rape awareness.




1.1Background to the Research

The 14 year civil war in Liberiavas characterized by widespread sexual violdncehe
armed factionsWomen and girls were forced into sexual slavery and routinely subjected to
acts of sexual violence tably gang rapeAfter the war,sweeping changes were made to the
law on rapeas isevident by the Rape Amendment Atdking into account new forms of
sexual assaults committed during the war. The law came into force in2p@&is law, he
definition of rapehas beemnvidened to include penetratiaenf a per sondpanygeni t a
foreign object Theage of conserfor sexual intercourskas also beeimcreased to 18 years
while the offence of gang rap@troducedby this Act cariesa maximum sentence of life
imprisonmentA unit known asthe Women and Children Protection Sect{§ACPS) has

also been establishewvithin the police service tdandleissues relating to women and
childrenwho may become victims of rapBersonnel manning this urfiave been given
specialized training to bable torespondeffectivelyto rapecases

Regrettably, rape continues to benajor challenge to reconstruction effoiits Liberia. The
criminal justice system, having endured years of watcpissiderablyweak and struggles to
cope with the magnitude of criminal cas&be reportingand prosecimn rates for rape are
lower than expectedvith cases being compromisday family membersor abandoned
altogetherTherefore, m furtherance of its mandate to rehabilitate the justice sehtot,egal
and Judicial Systems Support Division (LJSSD) of th&l Wission in Liberia in
collaboration with the Ministry of Gender and Developmaarhmissioned this repot gain

abetterunderstanding of rape in Liberi@a guide their interventiostrategies

1.2 Objectivesof the Research
Thespecificobjectives of thesurveyareto:
1. Determine tle prevalence of rape iall 15 counties oLiberia;
2. Identify youth and societal attitudes and behavioral patterns to rape in Liberia,
3. ldentify victim and offender profiles
4. Assesseporting rates and challenges to rape reparéing
5. Make ecommendations for addressing rape issues in Liberia.
1.3 Definitions
a. Rapewas definedas penetration of the vagina, anus or mouth with the penis without

pe sonds ¢ o0nsenttheoaginapoe anastwitrad bodyrpartcif foreign




objectwithout a personédés consent.

b. Youth was defined as persobetween the ages of 15 and 24 inaadance with the
UNO s d eadapted irt 1085 during the International Youth Year.

c. fADuring the wab was defined athe period between 1989 aR@03.

d. Minor wasde€fined asa persorunder the age of 18.

1.4The Population

Liberia is in West Africa and bordered by the Ivory Co&sijnea andSierra Leonelt is a
member of the Man®iver Union which includes Sierra Leone and Guirleeovers an area

of approximatelyl11,369 sq. kmlt is divided into 15 counties namely, Montserrado, Nimba,
Bong, Lofa, Grand Bassa, Margibi, Maryland, Cape Mount, Grand Gedeh, Sinoe, Bomi,
Gbarpolu, Rivergee, Rivercess and Grand Kru. The capital Monrovia is in Montserrado
County Some of tle principal townsare Monrovia, Buchanan (Grand Bassa), Ganta
(Nimba), Gbarnga (Bong) and Kakata (Margibi).

Compared to countries in the stdgion, the population size of Liberia is relatively small.
The National Population and Housing Census estimhtesutrrentpopulation of Liberia to

be 3,489,072 with mannualgrowth rateof about 2%. Montserrado, Nimba, Bong, Lofa,
Grand Bassa and Margibi counties account for 75.2% of the population. Montserrado, Nimba
and Bong hold 56% of the population. The tepspulations are found in Grand Kru,
Rivercess, River Gee, Bomi and Gbarpolu counties. These counties account for only 10% of
the total populationThe population is almost evenly distributed between males and females.
There are 1,764,555 males and 1,324,femalesAbout a third of the population is found in
MontserradoCountyalone Monrovig with a population of 1,010,97@ccounts for 88% of

the population in Montserradoounty,and about 28% of the total population.

The 2007 LDHS found a larger gortion of the population concentrated in the younger age
groups indicating a high dependency rakorty seven percent of the populatias below
15 years, 49% in the 1564 age group and 3% eabove6b.

There are about 16 ethnic groups in Libefiiae Kpelle are the largest ethnic groufhe

majority of thepopulation isChristian but thereare a significant number oMuslims and

people who practice traditional religion.




2. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Post war studiesn rape in Liberiandicate a high prealence rate for rapgue largely tahe

14 yearcivil war. AWHO study in 2004 in Montserrado and Bpoounties found that 77.4%

of women were raped during the conflith. 2005 a similarstudy in Lofa, Nimba, Grand
Gedeh and Grand Bassa coungetimaed that72.1% of the women had been raped during
the war.Another WHO study in 2006 in four counties in Liberia found that 61.4% of the
respondents had been raped during the wilte 2007 LDHS, which sampled more than
7,000 households and over 30,000 pess estimates that 18% of women between the ages of
157 49 have experienced some form of sexual violence. Although the prevalence of rape
during the war was undoubtedly highethigh prevalence rate fouly the WHO studies
may have been due partly the sites selectedvhich included IDP campas well asthe

resear cd smowbal samglirg

Rape is known to be an undstimatedcrime given the culture of silence¢hat surrounds
issues of sexality. Statistics on raparethereforeconsidered s nottruly reflecting the sale

of the offence. Barriers to reporting rapbave been found toclude fear of not being
believed,lack of physical access to police, fear of retaliationthwyperpetratorfear of legal
processes including rudeness gmir treatment by policé€Jewkes2002. Also, victims do

not report because of the fear that nothing can or will ine ébout it (Ward et al., 1991}
protect the perpetrataWilliams 1984); embarassment or shame (Amir, 19713ck of
confidence in talegal system (McDermott 1979gar of blame by family, friends and police
(Weiss & Borges 1973) and the fear of rej@atbyhusbands and family (Amir 1971j.has
been suggested thfdr a victim to feel comfortable to report she must first see hease#f
victim and be confidnt that others would do sani¢/illiams, 1984) Therefore the more
familiar the perpetrator is to the victim, the less the likelihood that the rape will be reported
(Muganziyi et al., 2004; Williams 1984\Women who are raped ksgrangers (referred to as
classicor traditionalrape) arethereforemore likely to report because they see themselves as

victims.

The WHO (2005) global report on sexual violence found that risk factors to rape cgterate

the individual, partner andosc i ety | evel s. |l ndi vi dual facto
education, financial autonomy, level of empowerment and social supgorhen who are
dependent on their partnease more likely to be sexually assaultedhe partner factors

i ncl ude Ilevelpfacontmorgcations use of alcohol or drugs, employment ssaids




experience with violencand aggressioas a child. Factors related to the immediate social
context include the degree of economic inequality between men and women and attitudes
towards gender roles.

Rapeas a product of unequal gender relations finds support in feminist jurisprudenges

(2002) suggests that rape in South Africa is caused by the gender pegealities in the
societyandsbot h an fiexpr essiaonnd oafn naaslsee rd d nrinn aonfc et
patriarchal societiesex is considered to benaaleentitlement whichis reinforced by social
institutions such as customary marriagel dating relationships (Jewkes, 2008).Adjetey

(19951360 notes feéépiartsomf Africa, marriage r €
person and her sexwuality becoming part of h
even though customary law did not, in theory, incorporate the very existence of a woman into
thatofamas property wupon marri age, i n practice
the case( € )t is a general rule all over Africa that a man can never be said to rape his own

wife. As such, forced sex within marriage does not constitute an offedse cusomary or

statut.ory | awbo

The perpetration of rape halsobeen linked to beliefsr mythsthat condonét (Burt, 1980)

Rape myths are attitudes and beliefs that are generally false but which are widely and
persistently held, seiwg to deny and justy male sexual aggression against women
(Lonsway & Fitzgerald, 1994:134For instance, the perception that victinften encourage

thar victimization is a commommyth thatis usedto legitimize rape This perception
influences p e o p | mes because tdt mote a gersvnis tseen as i having

precipitated the rapéhe less likelyit is that somethingill be done about it

Traditional sex role stereotym contributes to the acceptance of these mycutt &

Faison, 1988).Expectations pertaing to the behavior of men and women in sexual
encounters, such as men being the initiators and aggressors in sexual encounters, may be used
in justifying forced sexThus, gople who believe in traditional sex role stereotypedem®

likely to labelforced sexas rape (Burt & Albin 1981).

Significant differences have been found in attituolesien and women to rape (Tieger, 1981;
Szymanski et al., 1993Men have also been found to view rape as a less serious crime than
women (Tieger, 1981; Szymansi al., 1993). Thewrealsoreported to be more likely to

attribute more responsibility to the victim than womgh (Cowan & Campbell 1995; Grubb




& Harrower 2008). Attribution of blame for rape to thetwit has been found even in the
Criminal Justice $stem (Borgida & White 1978)Stereotypical attitudes about rape
influenceits investigation and prosecution as well #ise conviction rate (Temkin 2008).
Since ape isconsidered to ba crime committed by strangeodten resulting in physical
injury, victims who do not conform tthis rape stereotypare less likely to have their cases
prosecuted (Martin & Powell 1994).

Povertyi ncr eases a Wwo man §Asmstvong 1894;rJawkeis RO0OBoyertyt o r a p
creates asituation of dependency for womemaking them more susceptible texual

violence and exploitation.

Corruption has been found to be a major challenge to rape investigation and prosecution in
some parts of Africa (Jewkes, 2002). Corruption takes the form of payment to police,
prosecutorsind court officials for the destruction of dockets; the completion of investigations
and the facilitation of private settlement (Jewkes, 2002).

The victims of rape are mostlwomen while the perpetrators atgpically men. Of the
number of persons fourtd have been raped in the 1999 LDHS, 3.5% were found to be men
while 96.5% were womerAlthough not much attention seems todevotedto therape of

men, given the lower prevaice rate, the effect of rapermen has been found to be equally
traumatic Smth et al.,1988) Women at risk of raperausually young and unmarrieth
Liberia, he 1999 LDHS found that most of the victinfsrape fell within the ages of l&hd
14.However, the 2007 LDHS suggests that women most likely to experience sexuateviolen
are those between the ages of 25 and'B8.perpetrators were found to be older men usually
in their midi 30s or 40s. Studies haatsoshown thathe majority ofthe perpetrators of rape
areknown to victims Findingsof the 2007 IDHS reveal thatsexual violence perpetrated by
intimate partners is more common than sexual violence perpetrated by mimate
partnersThirty two percenbf the women reported that they had been abused by their current
husband or partner; 10% were abused by a curreforimer boyfriend; 8% were abused by
the police or soldiers; 5% by former husbands or partners; 5% by friends and acquaintances;
4% by family friends and 4% by strangers.




3. METHODOLOGY

3.1The Sample

The study involvedl000 households in the 15 countidsLiberia. The households were
proportionally allocatedo the various countiesn the basis of population sizehich was
determined in accordance with thesliminary results of th008 National Population and
Housing Census in Liberia. About 75% oéthouseholds were allocated to the six counties
with the largest population distribution namely Montserré&ih8%) Nimba(13.4%) Bong
(9.4%), Lofa (7.8%) Grand Bass&.5%)and Margibi(5.7%)counties. The remaining 25%
was proportionally allocated tte remaining nine countiek each householdhree people

were selected for the survey.

Table 1: Distribution of households byCounty

County % of total | No. of households
Population allocated
Bomi 2.4 24
Bong 9.4 94
Gbarpolu 2.4 24
Grand Bassa 6.5 65
Cape Mount 3.7 37
Grand Gedeh 3.6 36
Grand Kru 1.6 16
Lofa 7.8 78
Margibi 5.7 57
Maryland 3.9 39
Montserrado 32.8 328
Nimba 13.4 134
Rivercess 1.9 19
Rivergee 1.9 19
Sinoe 3 30
Total 100 1000

Source: Liberia Institute of Statistics and Qetnformation Services (LISGIS), 2008 National Population and

Housing Census: Preliminary Results




Enumeration areas (EAs) were selected in both urban and rural areas from a list of areas
enumerated in the 2008 population census by LISGIS. EAs in urbas awere selected by
random sampling. Within the counties, 20% of the households were allocated to rural areas
while 80% were allocated to urban areas. In making this distribution, the consultants assumed
a higher prevalence rate of rape in urban tharural rareas based on the studies already
conducted1999 LDHS) Accessibility was also a major factor. Movement in rural areas was
more difficult due to the road conditions and the fact that settlements are more dispersed.

Only rural communities that were@essible were selected.

3.2The Study Participants

A total number of 2952 persons were interviewed in the survey; 37.3% were male while
62.7% were femaldRarticipants included male and femalpedl10 years old andbovewho

were willing to participate irthe surey. In each household, 3 persons weamdomly
selectedor the surveyThe participantsdil into 3 categoriepnemaleagedl8 years olc&and

above onefemaleaged18 yearsold and aboveand a femaler malebetween 10 and 17
years old Personsn each category were selected at randiirany of the persons selected
was unwilling b participatehe/she was substituted with another pemsdhin the same age
group If no one within the age group was available or willing to participate any oénsomp
within any age group who was willing to participate was interviewed.

3.3Data Collection
The collection of data was dothy the use ofjuestionnaires, key informant interviews and
focus group discussionBolice satistics on rap&ere alsanalyzed

The Questionnaires

The questionnaires covered fomajor sectionsnamely, (a) attitudes to rape;bf personal
experiene with rape; (c) reporting rape and) (drosecution of rapelo assess attitudes,
participants wereaskedto state whether they agreedsafjreed or were undecided about
certain statements-our major factors were testedmely;(i) the extent of victim blame (ii)
personal understanding or definition of rape (iii) perception of the seriousness of rapg and (iv
theperception of the rapeatim. These tests were used because they have a direct bearing on
the labeling, reporting and prosecution of raper instance, a high level of victim blame
leads to a trivialization or denial of the crime. Further, personal blame for rape is often a

reflection of larger societal blame and, therefore, victims who blame themselves are unlikely

to report.




Due to the sensitive nature of rapiee culture of silence surrounding, it was anticipated
thatrespondents woulteel morecomfortable discussinglote r p e o pidneedf rapex p e r
than their ownTherefore in determinimg the rate of prevalence, we used two measures; a
measure of respondentsdé own experiences of
measure of their knowlescesgperape whichowelexpectedpteloep | e 6
muchhigher. Both men and women we sampled for rape prevalence in line with the legal
definition of rapeTo minimizetrauma particulars of the rape attack were limited to rtinast
recent rapeThe pupose of theasearch was explained to all participants and anonymity and

confidentialityof the information providedssured.

Key Informant interviews

Key informant interviews were held with the polio&cuit court and magisterigihdges and
county attorneys ilsone countiesto ascertain the challengésced in rape investigation and
prosecutionIn all, nine interviews were conducted with the poli&with county attorneys
and 9 with judges.Those who were not interviewed eithdeclined the interview or were
unawilable.The police interviews were conducted with police from the Woared Children
Protection Unitin the various countiesA structured interview guide was used for the

interviews.

Focus Group Discussions

Focus group discussions wemrganized for students and community membeis
Montserrado,Lofa, Maryland,Nimba Grand Bassand Bong countieso obtain detailed
information oncommunity attitudes to rap8ince the researchers could not hold focus group
discussions in all the counties due to tinmmsiraints, the largestounties were selected
Montserrado, Nimba, Bong, Lofa and Grand Bassa are the counties with the highest
populations and presumably the most diverse. Maryland was selected to capture views from
the South East.

A total of 27 focus group discussions were hekbur focus group discussions were held in
Bong, Lofa, Nimba, Grand Bassa and Maryland. Seven focus group discussions were held in
Montserrado.The focus group discussions involved high school students and community
membersThe students were betwette ages ol5 and 25 yeard’he community members

were mostly middle aged men and wom8eparate focus group discussions were held for




male and femal@articipants The number of participania the discussionsanged froml0
to 15. A semi- structuredinterview guide was used in the focus group discussams the
interviews lasted forabout an hour The discussions were conducted under conducive

conditions and at timeand locationshat were convenient to the participants.

Documents

Existing records on rape were obtained from tléicp to establishoffender and victim
profiles for reported casesThe researchers could not obtain records from the individual
counties since they were not readily available. However, nationatdeeam rape were
obtained from the headquarters of the WACPS in Monrovia. Records obtained from the

police were statistics from January to September 2008.

3.4 Training

The consultants organized dayd draining for interviewersprior to the fieldwork The
purpose of the training was to get the interviewers acquainted with the researchTto®ls.
interviewers were provided bywo NGOs, thedustice for Peace Commission (JPChand
Foundation forlnternationalDignity (FIND). The trainingfocused on the questinaire and
the administration of the questionnai®iven the sensitive nature of the topissuesof
confidentiality and anonymity were discussedhterviewers were made to understand the
need for privacy when administering the questionnaires. Theytowemsure at all times that
they were alone with the participantgl the questions in the questionnaire were examined in
the training after which a practice session involving the interviewers was organized. After the
training, the interviewers were semt pairsto communites in Montserraddor practice
interviews.A total of 25 interviewers were trained for the survey. With the exception of two
interviewers, all the interviewers hambme experience conducting surveybe first time
interviewers werepaired with experienced interviewers in the first week of interviews to

enable them gain confidence and experience.

3.5Field Work

Data collection started on 20September andtnded on27" October 2008. The data
collectionwas done simultaneoushithin the countiesThe average length on the interviews
was 5 minutes.Most of the interviews were conducted in English. The local languages were
used mostly in the rural communitiekhe data was cleaned at the end of each day to ensure

quality.




3.6 Data Analysis

Data from the questionnaires welganed bya team of experienced data entry persamd
then processedsing theCS-Pro software The qualitative data waanalyzedusing various
themes and codes developed based on a content analysis of the @teded. In wiing

the reportthe survey findings and police recondsre triangulatedvith the key informant

interviews and focus group discussions as necessary.

3.7 Field Challenges

1. Bad weather and road conditions made it difficult to conductviiees partcularly in
rural communities.

2. Since the survey started during the Ramadan, the survey of Muslim households had to
be suspended till after the Ramadé&ome Muslim respondents informed the
interviewers that they are not expected to discusgesssn sex uring the period of
purification Some of thenparticipated in the survey aftdre Ramadamwhile others
refused todo so because it was against their religious beliefs. The postponement
caused some delay in data collectioh.dfia County,

3. In rural communities, most of the participants could only be interviewed in the early
mornings and evenings due to farming activitdesing the daylsolating women for
the interview was a major challenge since neighbsamsetimedecame suspicious.
Some inérviews had to be terminated for lack of privacy.

4. Despite assurances from researchers that the survey was purely for research purposes,
some participants refused to disclose information on their own personal experience
with rape or incidents they knevib@ut for fear that the alleged perpetrators would be

punished.

3.8 Limitations of Study
a. Although Liberia is more rural than urban, only 20% of theal population was
surveyed This limits the extent to which the data can be generatzedral areasfo

Liberia




4 SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF RESPONDENTS

4.1 Sex of Respondents

The table below shows the sex distribution of respondéntistal of 2,952 persons were

participated in the surveyAbout a third of the respondents were male while-tianads

were female.

Table 2: Distribution of respondents by £x and county

CoLay Number Men % Women %
Bomi 109 2 98
Bong 294 31 69
Gbarpolu 77 26 74
Grand Bassa 195 48 52
Grand Cape Mount | 108 40 60
Grand Gedeh 90 39 61
Grand Kru 49 47 53
Lofa 262 43 57
Margibi 175 22 78
Maryland 111 34 66
Montserrado 888 43 57
Nimba 392 39 61
Rivercess 54 46 54
Rivergee 57 48 51
Sinoe 91 38 62
Total 2952 38 62

Source: Fieldwork 2008

4.2 Age of Respondents

As shown in Figure 1 belowhteequarters of lte respadents (7%) were between 20 and

49 years oldAbout 18% of the respondents wdrelow 19 yearsld. Of this 3% were

between 10 and 14 years old. Abal% were 50 years and above. There is very little

variation at the county leveHowever, h CapeMount, no person aged 50 years and above

was interviewed.




Figure 1: Distribution of respondents by Age

Above 50 years
(211)
%

4.3 Ethnicity
Table 3 shows that most of the respondents were Kp2&o). Other ethnic groups that are
highly represented are the Bass&%), Kru (10%), Grebo 9%), Lorma (8%) and Mano

(7.5%).About 1% of respondents were Congo by tribe with only one person being Gbie.

Table 3: Distribution of Respondents by Ethnicity

Bassa 467 16
Kpelle 586 20
Gio 140 5
Krahn 105 3.6
Vai 129 4.4
Kissi 92 3.
Lorma 241 8.2
Gbande 84 2.8
Kru 297 10
Gbie 1*

Gola 111 3.8
Grebo 259 8.8
Mano 221 7.5
Mende 34 1.2
Congo 23 1
Mandingo 162 5.5

Source: Fieldwork 2008

4.4Religion
The respondents ave predominantly Christia®6% wereChristian, 1% wereMuslim, 1%
practised traditional religion while 2% had no religiédthough the number ofuslims is
low overall some counties recordedignificantly high numbers In Bomi, 38% of
respondents werkluslim while the same is true f@0% of the samplen Cape Mount and




37% in Grand Kru.

Figure 2: Distribution of Respondents by Religion
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4.5 evel of Educatioral Attainment
Figure3 shows the level of education of respondeAtguarterof the respondeni{7%) hal
no education20% had attainedelementary education, 25%dattainedJunior High School
education, 21%had attainedsenior HighSchool educatiorand 64% hal attainedcollege
education. Montserrado had the highgstoportionof college graduates (14%) followed by
Grard Bassa (7%)Over half of the respondents from Bomi and Gbarpolu (61%) had no
education.The level of educational attainmetgstifies to he impact he civil war hadin

terms of truncating the educational aspirations of the Liberian citizens.

Figure 3: Distribution of Respondentsy educational attainment
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4.6 Marital Status
The majority of respondents are singles shown in Figure 4, bout a third of the
respondentare married while 18.8% are cohabiting. Therefatsut 5% of respondents

were eiher married or cohabiting.




Figure 4: Distribution of Respondents by marital status
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5 FINDINGS

5.1 Prevalenceof Rape in Liberia
As already noted,he prevalence of rape was assessed first, on the basis of the personal
experiences of respondsrand, secondly, with referent®ethe number of known incidents.
As expected, wre known cases of rape were reported than personal experiences with rape
Also, some parents whose children had been raped chose to speak on behalf of the children
and did no allow personal interviews with them. Finally, it appeared in some of the
interviews that the respondents were actually talking about themselves giving the level of
detail they provided.

As shown in Tablé, 1.7% of the total sample reported having begped Sinoe and Grand
Gedehrecordedthe highest proportion of rape incidents, accounting for 3.2% and 3.3%
respectively.Of the numberwho hadbeen rapedl16.3% reported having been rapetbre

than once while 1@% said they had been raped by the sa@erson more than onc8ix of

the respondents (14.5%) had experienced gang rape.

Table 4: Rape prevalenceby county

County Total % ever raped % who knew
someone who ha;s
been raped

Bomi 109 1.8 8

Bong 294 1.4 17

Gbarpolu 61 1.6 23

Grand Bassa 195 2 23

Cape Mount 108 1.8 12

Grand Gedeh 90 3.3 14

Grand Kru 49 2 45

Lofa 262 1.9 48

Margibi 174 1.7 9

Maryland 111 0.9 13

Montserrado 888 1.3 21

Nimba 395 0.7 23

Rivercess 54 1.8 33

Rivergee 61 1.6 25

Sinoe 91 3.2 32

Total 2942 1.7 22

A total of &7 (22%) respondentseported knowing someone who had been rapéds
equates to appraxately one out of every Bespondent knowing someone who has been

raped. Of those who kw a survivor, 5% reported knowing only one survivor; 25% knew




two surwvors; 11% knew 3 survivors;% knew 4 survivors anf% know 5 or more. Given
the possibility that a known rape case may have been reported multiple times, each
respondent who reported knowing more than one survivor has been credited with only one

known incidento offset the possibility of multiple counting.

Figure 5: Prevalence of Rape per county
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As illustrated in Figure 4over 40% of the respondents frotrofa (48%) and Grand Kru
(45%) and a third of the respondents fr@moe(32%) and Riverces$33) reported knowing
a survivor. Aout a fifth of the respondents from Montserra@®1%), Nimba (23%),
Rivergee(25%), Grand Bass#&23%) and Gbarpoly23%) reported knowing someone who
had been rapedThere was a lower proportion of known survivors in BgB%), Margibi
(9%), Cape Mount(12%) and Maryland(13%). About 5% of the known rape incidents
occurred before the ward% occurred during the war an@o occurred after the warhe
higher percentage of postwar cases is partly due to the fact that questwes 1o the most

recent rape case knowihe high percentage of known victims in Lofa may be due to




cultural factors. Lofa is a very traditional male dominated society. Respondents from Lofa
were found to be less likely to consider forced sex in marr@agedating relationships as
rape.Also, lower prealence ratesvererecorded in earlier studies in Margibi and Maryland

(LDHS 1999 & 2007which indicates a relatively lower prevalence of rape in those.areas

Althougha number of respondents were mordimg to talk about incidents other than their

own, there were some who wep¥en reluctant to disclose information of incidents they
knew aboufor fear that the perpetrators would be arresgmne of theespondents did not

want to be held responsiblerfthe arrest of the perpetratorBhis was so in spite of
assurances from interviewers that the information requested was purely for research purposes.
This tendency to protect perpetrators is pagiie tothe small and close knit communities

existing inLiberia. As one police officer put it:

AMost rape suspects are relatives and col
will go to jail for life because of them. Because of this community members are not
reporting rape cases. 0

Rape is more likely todocommittel in urban than in rural areagl% of urban respondents
and 186 of rural respondents knew someone who had been rbloseever, interviewers
found that it was more difficult discussing issues of sex with respondents from rural than

urbanareas.&8 one respondent from rur al Lofa noted

About afifth (23%) of the rape incidents involving respondents who have experienced rape
occurred in thevictimé s h o me 10% i nYaidfrtilkendpasr @®tmeat @1t
in a public or deserted place, 2% at the workplace &fel\iere not specifiedl he following

are some of the experiences of the survivors of rape. Accordingnéoyoung female
respondent

~

A | was | iving with my guar ddrdamserdene wuse m
school. One day, my guardian called me in his room and started romancing me. |
shouted but there was no one to come to my aid, so he jumped on me and forcibly
penetrated me. 0

According to anothesurvivor.
AThe si st er ledonfewheh levent ta grawsvater.cShelsaid that she

wanted to tell me something. When | wiestte carried me in the room of her brother
whojumped on mgforced meontotheb ed and have sex with me.




A male survivor also stred his experience as follows:

AThis girl c ianch and was unvortusatetto filmy hoime. | was in my

room when sheameand stood behind me. She began romancing me by putting her
hand in my trousers and playing with my private parts. Sté¢r hand in my anus. |
didndét want it. Ilthembas young and innocent

A female respondent who was raped by a stranger observed:

AThe man cnymstbud sbée wasnodt at home. I
asked me for a glass of water. When | wierto fetch the water, he followed me and
closed the door. He started holding and feeling my berabthad sex with mé was
shouting but no one came to my rescue. 0

5.2 Characteristics of Rape Victims
The victims of rape are more likely to be girls below the age of 19 y@atke respondents
who said they knew someone who had been raped, 66% of the known victims were also
mostly between 10 and 19 years. Of this, 3@&6e between 10 and 14 years while 27%
were between 15 and 19 years. A fifth of the known survivors (20%) were below 10 years
old. About 13% were between 20 years and 49 years whileged860 and above. Majority
(97%) were females while 3.1% were male. e3é statistics are supported by respondents
who admitted that they had been raped: about 61%ieofiwere between 10 and 19 years old
when raped. About 17% were 1014 years old when raped, 44% were between 19
years old when raped. About 38% of thetwns fell within the 20° 49 age range. There was
no respondent above 50 years who reported having ever been raped. The respondents who
had experienced rape were predominantly female (95.9%). Two male respondents (4.1%)

reported having been raped.

Police records from January to September 2008 indicate a similar pattern as most of the
victims (68%) of rape were between 10 and 19 years old. Of those in the 10 to 19 years age
range, 63% were children betweenil@4 years while 37% fell within the 1519 year age

range. Reported cases of children in thie @ year age group (13%) were also high. About
14.4% of the victims were between the ages of 20 and 49 while 1% of the victims were 50
years and above. While 93.7% were women and girls, 4.1% were youmgrrheys. Figure

6 illustrates the age distribution of victims of rape in Liberia.




Figure 6: Age Profile of Victims
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While it may appear thagirls under the age of 20 years are the main victims of, rape
possible explanation for the statistissthat mpe involving children is more likely to be
reportedas compared to rape involving aduli$is isdue to the fact that childreare seen as
the truevictims of rapeand unlikely to be blamedince they could not be said to have
precipitated the aaslt Child survivors are also more likely to be believebh the focus

group discussionsyhen asked if they wouldeportit if raped,oneyoungwomanfrom Bong

said i | wi || not report because people wildl g
approab  mA student from Buchanan addgd:!l  wi | | |l eave my communi
wi || tal k about The stigma that Is assoziatddl twith ra aaper victimowas

summarized in these terms by a young woman fxamba

fi S Htleerape victimlwo nkbe r espected i n the community
brave to come near her. Men have a saying that my wife is only for my one. Many
men are jeal ous. | f they know youdve been

marry you.o




The possiblecausef the high prevalenceateof rapeamongchildren andyoung girls were
exploredin the focus group discussiartdowever, since this was not included in the terms of
reference, the subject was not explored in much d#faibrity of the participants aibuted

the rape of children to ritual practices for power, money and posititime community or
government Unlike South Africa, there was no linkage EIV/AIDS. Although ritual
practices as a cause of child rape was widely articulated by partgipanindependent
verification was done by the researchers givenlithgéed time frame and the fact that such
analysis was outside our terms of referefit@owever appeared from the discussions that
the reference to rituals was a way of explaining a phenom that people found
incomprehensible. A more-tepth research is needed on this issue.

Another factor blamed for the high prevalence of rape among children was the tendency of
mothers to encouragéeir teenage children to date adult men for findn@aardswhich

exposéd them to sexuaexploitationand rapeAs a young femalstudentfrom Montserrado

putit iSome families dondt have money so they
moneAnaot her female student e X fhinketsas by diving he v i
money to a child, they can rape t hesefrommi | d be
h e rAn apparenexplanation ér rape of children in these explanations is perhaps the high
poverty levels in Liberia. Women and girls dogced to fend for themselves ways that

expose them to sexual exploitation.

Other respondents blamed child regpaply onthe preference of young girls by some men.
According to sme students older men preferred young girls bedaus® u n g gadinl s ar e
sex SO0 men wono6t | andtlatthe is@ sayiigohatp o dn gome n o k e r
swe et er Qnémaestudenhidentidied thelack of courage on the past some merno

approach older womeas a cause of child rapm his words,fiSome men areashamed to

approach a girl. It can be difficult sometimes, especially if it is your first diieung girls

arealso supposedlgreferred because they make fewer financial demands. In the words of a
female student, A Menr éhra v d o redanyg eby g & ey Soehsh. aot cl
respondents attributed to high incidence of rape among teenagers to a lack of sex education
by parents. A female from Maryland said, i

children. There is no sex educationaménge popul ati on. O




5.3 Characteristics of the Perpetrators

Rape is a crimehat is mostly committed by memostly between the ages of 20 and 39 years
Available statistics from the policedim January to September 2008 indicate that nearly all
the perpetratar (A%) of rape were men while 2.3% were female.

As shown in Tableb, the perpetrators are more likely to be young adults and middle aged
men.Out of the 315 cases reportéal the police between January and September, 298

were less than 20 yearl% were between 20 and 39 years, while 14.4% wengedfsand
above

Table 5: Police statistics showing ge profile of perpetrators

Ages Frequency %
0-9 1 0.3
10-19 51 16.2
20-29 80 25.4
30-39 48 15.2
40-49 26 8.3
50-59 15 4.8
60+ 4 1.3
N/A 90 28.6
Total 315 100
Source: INP

Informationobtained from respondentsasbased on estimated agé¥.the respondents who
reported having been rapet)% said theperpetratorsvere between 10 antb yearsold;
20.%% werebetween 20 and 29 yeat®}.4%between 30 39 years;20.4% between 40 and
49 while4.1%were50 years and abovAbout 45%o0f the pepetrators fell within the 20
39 years age rang@ further breakdowrof the perpetrators in the 1I® age brackethows
thatonly 1 (2%) of the perpetaitors was between 10 and 14 years while 8.2% weiie 155

years.

The 14 year civil war @y help explain the age profitef perpetrators. Those between the
ages of 20 and 39 years grew up during the war and may not have acquired the ability to
negotiatefor sex. Some of these perpetrators ma}l have been exombatants who have
becane accustomed to forcibly demanding sex from women and girls, a common occurrence

during the war.




Victim i Perpetrator Relationship

Of the 657 known incidents of rape64% were known perpetrators Family members
accounted for 3%, 36% wereneighbours 10% were friendsor acquaintances3% were
current orformer partners2% were teachersr community leaders while 8% were either
employers or coworkers. Of the rape casegslinng family membersuncles(39%) were the
most likely perpetratorsAbout 19% of the perpetratorazere cousins, 13% were stepfathers,
4% brothers, 12%were former spouse and7.2% were fathers Strangers accounted for
15.6% of the rape cases, while ntmrs of armed factions were responsible for 2% of the

cases.
5.4 Reporting Rape

Most of therespondent$65%) who had experiencedapetold someone about iParents
(50%) and friends (2%) were the most likely people to be informé&ahly 125% of the
caseswere reported to the police. Reports wexrlso made toextendedfamily members

(6.2%) and NGOsl/international organizations (3%)

About 64%of those who knew a person who had been raped said the incidergpoa®zd to

the police Therate of reportingor these known rape casess lowernn Bong @¢5%), Grand
Gedeh 46%) and Nimba 32%) counties About two-thirds of the known cased rapewere

said to have beereportedto the policein the other countiesThe tendency to settle rape
cases out of couhas been found to be a major inhibiting factor to rape reporting. In the
focus group discussions, a thirty year old woman wdid she was rapedhen she wag5

yearsold had this to say:

Al told the traditional a u tioh.d mad noymoneye ¢ a U S €
to go through the legal system. The perpetrator was asked to pay damage fees but |
did not report to the police. o

Further,when asked who she would reportiftoaped one female student from Grand Bassa

said:

Al wi || t atheezon¢ Ikagler loeeasse yotl cannot go to the police without
telling the zone leader. The zone leader is the head of everyone in the community so if
you go to the police station, they will ask you whether you have informed the zone
| eader . 0




Table6 showsthat rape is more likely to be reported in urban areas than in rural &nelgs.
about a third34%) of the known casewasreported in the rural areas comparedo the

urban areas wher@8% of the cases wereepored. The pattern is the same in thkarious
counties.A high proportion of unreported casesasvecorded m rural Nimbawhere95% of

the known cases of rape were unrepartedural Bong and Lofa67%and 59%respectively

of rapecases were not reported. Long distances, bad roads and transpgtablems are
probablythe major causes of the low reporting rates in rural areas. The higher reporting rate

in the urban centres maysobe dugo greater awareness &Hpeas a criminal act

Table 6: Rural/Urban distribution of known survivors who reported to the police

Location Did the person who was raped report to the police
Yes (%) No (%)

Urban 68 32

Rural 34 66

Total 64 36

Younger survivorsaare more likely to tell someone about their experieAdlethe survivors
who were less thaR0 yearstold someone about &#s compared t64% of those between 20
and 49who told someone aboiltt As regards the known survivoieyer 70%of the incidents
involving thoseless thar0 years and those 50 years afibvewerereported to the police.
A lower number §1.399 of the incidents involvinghose between 28nd 49 yearswere
repored to the policeThe higher reporting rate among thdezly and victims under 20 years
may due to the fact that they ameore likely to attract sympathy than young asland
middle-aged womerwho may be perceived as having encouragegrovokedtheir abuse.
Further,young unmarried adult women may be reluctant to come forward because of the
potentialharmthat may be causdd their marriage prospects whiomen who ee already
in relationships may not want to jeopardize their relationships by speaking out.

Views expressed in the various intervieyemerallysuggest that reporting ratesLiberiaare
higher now than ever possibly as a result of incregmdalic awaeness.The increased
reportingmay be dudargelyto the warand the subsequent awareness raising effdrish,

to some extent, may have broken the code of silence surrounding Aspene judge

observed:




Al think that f ol | obliamlgwatehess cneaiansneormg eases &re t h e
now being reported. Previously, there was no awareness and therefore people were not
reporting. This makes it appear that there are more rapes than before. During the war it
was high but after the war and noWwetcommission rate is the same but the reporting has
increased. Befor¢ her e was | ess reporting because of

5.4.1 Challengesto rape reporting
Stigmatization shane and fear of the perpetratorese the main reasons given for the
reluctance d report rapeStigmatization and shame are often intertwined factors in rape
reporting. Of the survivors who did not report their experienc&%ol attributed it to
stigmatization. Similarly, 17% of respondents who said they would not répibrtaped
identified the fear of stigmatization as the main reagofemalestudentfrom Grand Bassa
put it this way fiThe woman cannot stay in the community because people will say all sorts
of things about her, things that are not tru& thirty something year oldurvivor who was
raped when she was 18 years old noted: Al di

to know my problem and gossip about me. 0

The importance of stigmatization is particularly telling because of the link to marriage and
child beamg in Liberia The perception that raped women are damaged geasisonfirmed
byamiddeaged man from Maryl and who sai thalet hat s

student from Nimbalso said

Al candt marry a woman wh odGoditlsat whenéam r a p e ¢
ready to marry, | should get a decent woman. A woman who has been raped has been
damaged because she canodt produce childre

The findingsalsounderlinethe value that is traditionally attached to chastity before marriage.

In the facus group discussionsne youngvo man had this to say: nlt
married because the man will feel that another man has shared his wife especially if she is
gang raped because he wants to own the wanfemotherfemalestudent stated tha i me n

wi || feel that t he wo maThesé\aewss were eiteratedebgmep r i d e
male respondentAsked what they thought about a woman who had been rapegoang

mansaid Mén dond6ét want them. Theysdlewds.tdhat t he\

Women who are raped aedso stigmatized because they aerceived to have contracted

venereal diseasesuch as HIV/AIDS Asked what she thought of a woman who had been




rapal, onefemalestudentsaid:i |  wi | | feel sor rwauldihat liketolveat per
in the community. Peopl e will Mostooktheanale her a
participants said they woulohly marry a raped woman depending on her meditatls or

condition.

Men who rapeare not asstigmatizedas womenand may even gain some sympathy from

community membersA young man from Nimbahared his experience as follows:

Al'f you are useful in the community or Wwe
people willsympathizewith you. Some willevensayt 6 s not tr ue. I n n
a man who built a road for the community was accused of rape. His family went to the

girl 6s family and apologized and he was s

Victims often feel humiliated and embarrassed by their experience making it difbcul
them to confide in other©f the survivors who did not tell anyone about their experience,
17%linked it to feelings of sham&Vhen asked if they would report it if raped, 42% of the
respondents said they would not report because they would beegbkttano so Victims

who feel a strong sense of shame rap blame themselves and feel that they could have
done something to prevetiite assaultA survivor who blames herself or is blamed by others
is not likely to report her victimization’When askedf they blamed themselves for the rape,
22% of the survivors said they weto blame, 1% said they were partly to blame while 67%

said they were not to blame. Sorak the survivors for instance,blamed themselves for

entering into t hespongiegtp & ¢cal @ hadequatelyassessing, the
perpetratdédsdéoosnmoiuves vor sai d, Al bl amed my s
t hat road al one. Travelling on such a road

None of those wholba med t hemsel ves reported to the pol
finding that women are more likely to report if they see themselves as victims and are assured

that others will do same.

While reporting rape is difficult for all rape victimsien are less likely to report rapeecause
it is considered mordisgracefulfor a man to be rapeth the survey48% of menwho said
they would beunwilling to admit having beemnapedattributedtheir attitudeto shame as
compared to 3% of womenwho said shme would behe predominant factoMen feel
embarrassetb talk aboutrapebecause the idea of beisgxuallyassaulted isncompatible
with their manlinesgSmith et al, 1988)As stated by @ adultman fromLofa, t Will be

shameful for me in my commui t y f or peopl e t o Beng sexually have




assaulted by a woman would be even more of an affront since men are expectetbte be
aggressive than woman sexual encountergarticularly in male oriented societida the
words of a youngnan,ilt is too shameful to tell anyone that a woman or my friend has raped

me .Other responses show that men are more likely to report male rape than female rape. A

student from Montserrado sailif a man r apes me, I wi litifar eport

woman r ahnetsersméen 0 f r om Mont s e twilana cepos ixiprdpadi n e d :

by a woman because no one wil/ believe me. 0

It has been found that male victims of sexual violence by females are deemed more likely to
have encouraged thact and to have derived more pleasure (Smith et al, 1988). This
perception was confirmely some male participants. A male student from Montserrado said,

Al wi || not r epatreadyhave beexwsle datwiouflalcti on.

The fear of retaliation andhreats by the perpetrator equally affect the willingness of
survivors to report. About 17% of the survivors who did not report rape blamed these factors
for their unwillingness to report. Children are particularly vulnerable to threats from known

perpetators.As one survivor noted:

0

A | told my parents but not from the beg

concerned and so | told them what happened to me. | did not tell the police because |
was afraid of the two men who did this t

Further, nost victims do not report rape because they fear that no one would believelthem.
survey, wen asked to comment on the statement that most charges of rape are unfounded,
56% of the respondentsgreed with the statement while?8disagreed with itAbout 56% of

womenand 57% of meffelt that most allegations of rapeere baseless.

The perception that the police are corrupt and easily influenced by perpetrators affects the
willingness toreport rape. Of the respondents who said they would not reppe, 7%
attributed it to a lack of confidence in the legal system. Similar views were expressed in the
focus group discussiondsked whether she would report it if rapethe female student from

Bong pointed out that I  wi | | not r eporotr icta nb ebcra ubsee tthhee

police are also perceived ast taking any serious steps &mldress the problen young

0]

P

woman noted, AReporting i s fi neAfbmalk studént not hi

said, ASomepolice officers will say thaty ou s houl d provi de proof

they investigate themselv&s




The research further revealed that people perceiviegfad proces$o be costly preventing
them from making formal complainté the words of onéemalestudent 7 | ot vepottif n
my parent s do nAddther ienales stuaeot rir@ry Moatserrado remarked that

Ajustice must be done to al/l men not because

Familiaity with the perpetrator is a majarhallenge to reporting especially sino®ost
perpetrators are knowiRape by intimate partners and family members is less likely to be
reportedthan rape by strangerd/hen asked if they would report a boyfriend or partner who

raped them majority of the women saiety wouldbe reluctant to do s@nre of the major

reasos givenwas love for theipartners or boyfriend#A female student from Montserrado

sadil wondét report because | wildl not | i ke t«
di fficult t o Thsthdenoyuor proteqadrers was sxpressed bjemale

studentas followsii | t 6s hard to talk if raped by your
rel at i Womerhteng to @rotect their partners even when they feel aggrieved by their
actions. A wo ma nwilftell dim thdd herhdsaons againdst,my Will so | will

stop that relationship and get someone who u

The view that intimate partners should not be reportedalgashared by male participants.
When asked if adyfriend should be reported for rape this is what one male student had to

say:

ALi berians have a culture. There were no
is a misunderstanding between family members, it should be handled by family
membersath t own <chi ef s. Our |l overs shoul dnot

The comment above shows that people do not perceive forced sex in intirgb@ships as
a crime but as a domestic issue to be settled within domestic circles. It also emphasizes the

common beliethat women or family members should not wash their dirty linen in public.

A second reasofor the reluctance to repopartners washte fear of abandonmen©Of the

survivors who did not report the rap@&% attributed it to the fear of rejection by the

partners As one young woman putii | wonét report my boyfrienc
wi || not wa nt Hematapatticpants énahe docusngroup discussiavasre

concernedthat reporting their partners would deprive them of their braagkws. This




concern is reasonable given thhe t2007 LDHS found that women are mdikely to be

dependent on mesincethere are more employed menrhamenin Liberia Rape ismore

likely to be settlal as a domestic issugetween partners especially @b the couple has

childrenA f emal e student opined, Al wi || tell my
t o t he Asonaniddle agedovomafrom Montserradon ot e d Al f we have

will settle it. Who will take care of me and thie ¢ | d Ar®the? yioung man noted:

Aln Liberia, 1 f you are talking about boy
people who have been living together for a long time. So if people have children and

you jail the person who will take care of ttlaldren. He should be talked to not to do

it again because you wil/| be putting peop

Thirdly, some womenefar that they will not be taken seriously if they reported that they had
been raped by their partners. In th@nion of one young woman from Buchanan i |  wi | | k
ashamed. Maybe if | report it the police will say how could you be raped by your own
boyf r iAefemal@ student also stated:| t wi || be disgraceful t

boyfriend has raped you. 0

Comments by some male participants in the focus group discussiicatethat forced sex in

intimate relationships may not be considered a crime unless the victim sustained some form

of physical injury. When asked if a boyfriend should be punished forgdpsgirlfriend,

this is what young man from Nimba said: Al
ot herwise he should be forgiven because ito

supported by another male participant.

AThe boyfrdtenglo stho ujl ainl because someti mes
sex initially but will do so after some time. Then after the sex she will go out and say

she was raped. I'f no damage was done, t he
jail .o

These commas highlight the way in which people associate rape with physical violence and

injury while ignoring the more insidious emotional consequences.

A significant number of respondents2¢4d) based their failure to report rapa the fear of
parents or guardns. The focus group discussions highlighted the fact that this may be an
issue particularly among teenagets. one femalestudent from Montserrado put i, | wi ||

not report to anyone becaukelo not want my parents to knowhat | have a boyfriend.0




Obwviously, for this student and others like her, the fear opleents getting to know she had
a boyfriend wasnore daunting than any other consequence of the asBaislcomment may
be indicative ofa common understanding within the society of an acbéptege for dating.
Teenage girls who begin the dating process prematuralybe reluctant to report rapgey
their boyfriendsecausef the likelihood of beingplamed

When the perpetrator is a family member, the reporting tatlesv enforcement ageiesare

likely to belower than otherwiseAs oneyoung womarput it, fi | wi || report to
el ders i f it iAskedahether shie Wopld neperirebfamily. member who rapes
her, Alt depends on how s erbeoeuns hahpapvefya mmigl.yo
harsh sentencmay further discourage survivofsom reporting family members and other

known perpetrators

Some people may not be reporting rape simply becausedih@pt knowrapeis a crime.
One young woman from Lofa narratledr experience.

ASome time ago, my work mate attempted t ¢
report it. 1 was afraid to be dismissed from my job because it was the attempted
rapistos older brother who own@&dfrienche fir
whom | told about it was annoyed with me for not reporting the act. Now | know and
will report a case |like this in the futur

Lapses in the legal process have an impact on the willingness to report rape. First, the lack of
privacy and confidetiality when reporting rape has an adverse impact on repoktihge

majority of the WACPS conduct interviews in private, a few were found to be conducting
interviews in public due to lack of spac& policewoman from theGreenville WACPS

revealed thathere is no space faonducting victim and suspeitterviews Consequently

such interviews are conducted in public officekss t he pol i ce officer pu

suspect feel uncomfortablewhe at t he police station. o

5.5Challenges to Rape Invesgyation and Prosecution
Rape cases are typically some of the most difficult cases to investigate and prosecute because
there are often no withnesses other than the perpetrator and victim, hence the low prosecution
rates. Of the respondents who had expegdrrape, only 12% reported that their cases were

prosecutedStatistics obtained from the Solicit@eneral also indicate that that in 2007, only




15% of rape cases were completetile 9.4% were fully prosecuted @006 In Liberia,
problems within the @minal justice system play a major role in the low prosecution rates.
Interviews with the police, judges and attorneys revealed some of the challenges confronting

rape prosecution.

The public nature of rape trials in most courts in Liberia is a magtaole to rape reporting.

Only three counties, Cape Mount, Grand Bassa and Rivercess, reported that rape trials were
held in camera. Some trials are conducted in public due to the lack of the appropriate
facilities in some of the court houses for privagafings. As observed by a judge in Grand

Kru:

AAl I rape cases are to be tried in camer
the city hall is used. All rape cases are therefore tried in public. Survivors are not
willing to testify in court becausef the fear of stigmatization and threats from the
perpetrator. o
Other trials are conducted in public due to ignorance of the provisions of the Rape
Amendment Act or a lack of understanding on the part of some attorneys andgsdgée
effect of pultic rapetrials on survivors. While most judges recognized the unwillingness of
survivors to testify as a key challenge to rape prosecution, very few linked this attitude to
public rape trials. When asked why rape trials were being held in public cotatridwey Rape
Amendment Act, some judges argued that rape trials, like all others, had to be heard in public
to ensure fairness. As one attorney put it
Another judge was of the view that it was up to teyers, not the judge, to make an
application for i n camera hearings. I n the
because the | aw requires public hearings wit

Judges and county attorneys were asked what they thdwegbeftfect of public trials was on
survivors especially childrenSome were quick to say that survivors encountered no
problems. A judge who thought that survivors had no problem testifying in public
nonetheless gave an example of a case where the child ot express herself in court
although she was able to do so in his office before the trial. Another county attdnoey
admitted that some children found it difficuéilking about their experience in courbted
however that child victims generallydinot encounter any special probleniowever,
researchers haveund that although rape trials are traumatic for victims, tay beeven

more distressing for minors. Children are often intimidated by the presence of the perpetrator,




becoming scared, ctused and unable to understand questions when testifying (Goodman et
al, 1992) Anxieties related to testifying in public and in the presence of the accused may
affect the ability of the child to recall and recount events propémyce the need for

apprapriateprotective measures during trial.

A common complaint made by the police and prosecutors was the disinterest of survivors and
their families in pursuing their cases.€erfindings suggest that theppparent disinterest may

be due in part to the faile to adequately inform survivors about the legal procEsS. is

evident from the comments of a judge who notddieyd on 6t show up because
not knowing that they have to present evide
that suvivors sometimes thought that reporting to the police was the end of the process and,
therefore, did not follow upThis was even more so where the alleged perpetrator was

arrested.

Delays by the prosecution were also mentioned a problem in rape prose@uie judge had

this to say:

AThe prosecution is often not up to the
always seeking adjournments to put evidence together. There are too many delay
tactics on the part of the prosecution. 0

Some delays weralso attributed to inefficiency on the part of some typists, clerks and other
support staff of the courts resulting from a lack of proper training. According to a police
woman, cases that are transferred to the courts are sometimes misplaced because of

inefficient filing systems.

A common themeéhat ran through the list of challenges provided by the key informants was

the inadequate evidence often adduced at trial by the prosecution. Securing medical reports
and doctors to testify are majonallengesFurthermore, some judges identified the absence

of forensic evidence as a significant problem when deciding cases of rape. According to one
judge, Afone of the major challenges is the
andthe lack offaclii es t o conduct forensic examinati ol
of the cases last year were thrown out because of lack of evidence such as genuine police
sheet, medical report and statements of witnesses and that led to the discharge of defendants

The evidentiary problems faced at trial could be traced to deficient police investigation




resulting from inadequate logistical support. The police are ill equipped to conduct
investigatios properly, make follow ups on survivors or effect arrests. Immient
prosecution also accounfor this problem Undoubtedly, lhe level of experiencef a
prosecutors centralto a successful rape prosecution. Some prosecutors blamed the quality of

rape prosecution on the lack of research material.

The failure of he police and the prosecution to assemble the necessary evidence puts pressure

on judges because of the intense public scrutiny and pressure in rape cases. According to
some judges, there is always pressure to convict in rape cases even where theasissfao b

the conviction. Acquittals feed into the public perception that the police and judiciary are
corrupt. This was apparent from trskepticismexpressed by some respondeatisut human

rights advocacy irriminal cases Theyblamed the advocates forh e gover nment 6s
to deal decisively with rapisté s one student put it AThese d
cri me, they say thereds something called hu
rights shoul d be appd impodantoto delwcatel peaplel op rapewh i |

reporting, it is equally important to educate them on the criminal justice process

Pressure from family and perpetrators to compromise cases was also identified as a challenge

to rape investigation and prosecuti@n t hi s i ssue, one judge st at
tedi ous because parents and relatives are ¢
Survivors who do not wish to take part in a trial end up abandoning the case or moving from

their known Iations.

Interestingly, the penalty for rape in Liberia was said to be a barrier to achieving convictions.
Some judges and county attorneys reported that juries tend to sympathize with accused
persons and acquit because of the long sentences pres@itedircuit court judge noted:

Aln one case where the accused was 21 years

t hought he was too young to spend al/l his 1

AJurors al ways | ook ceavhen thé defendanmiggfouhd goilfy t h e
i.e. from ten years to life. Because of that they tend to sympathize with the defendant
in coming out with the verdict.o

This reasoning possibly shows that there are people who think that the punishment for rape is

not commensurate with the crinoe that the penalty is too harsh.




5.6 Youth and Societal Attitudes to rape

As noted earlier, a personds attitude to
stereotypegBurt 1980) and thus helps explain the prevalemge within a given society.

Rape stereotypes inhibit reporting as they focus on victim blame as a means of denying or
legitimizing rape.Blaming the victim allows the perpetrator to engage in forced sexual

relations without thinking of himself as a ragi8llison & Wrightman, 1993).

To find out the attitudes of people towards rape in Liberia, respondents in the survey were
asked to state their agreement or disagreement with a number of statSimitds.issues

were discussed in the focus group disomssfor more detailed responsed.he responses
provided in the survegre shown imrable7 below

Table 7: Attitudes to rape

Statement Agree | Disagree| Undecided
% % %

Women contribute to rape by flirting with men 60.9 36 3.2

Women contribute to rapey being alone in desertq 47.6 49.4 3

areas

Women contribute to rape by being alone with a r 61.9 35.1 3

in a room

Wearing revealing clothes 83.4 15.1 1.6

Women who engage in commercial sex are nj 71.8 24.4 3.7

likely to be raped

Women with mulple partners are more likely to | 71.2 25.7 3.2

raped

Men who have taken alcohol or drugs are more lif 85.6 12.5 2

to rape

Women who drink are more likely to be raped 87.3 11.3 15

Women are to blame for rape 51.9 45.2 2.9

Most of the time when woenn s ay fAnoj|21.2 74.2 4.5

mean Ayeso

Forced sex must be accompanied by phyg 64.1 33.8 2

violence to constitute rape

Rape cannot be committed in marriage 44.3 52.2 34

Most charges of rape are unfounded 56.1 36.7 7.2

Men who commit rapeshould be given hars 90.5 7.3 2.2

sentences

r

a



It should be possible for a woman to rape a man | 55.8 38.6 5.6
Most rapes happen because women encourage nj 68.3 28.5 3.2
If a woman does not want to be raped, she could | 75.9 21.6 2.6
off her attacker

Forced sex with a virgin is acceptable 145 82.7 2.8
Men are to blame for rape 76.7 20.5 2.8
A man has a right to s|128 84.3 2.9
consent

Rape is a very serious crime 96.3 2.7 0.9




5.5.1SocialAttitudes to Rape

a. Regonsibility for rape

Questions were asked to test peoplAdhowh per ce
both men and women were blamed for rap@e blame was attributed to men than women.

When asked who they thought should be blamed for &#8,0f the respondents believed

that women were to blame as compared to 77% who blamed men forTiapesame
percentage oboth men and wome(b1%) blamed women for rapd&respondents who are

above 50 years old (56%) are more likely to hold women responsibiage than the youth

(53%) and those between 25 and 49 years old (52%). The youth (78%) and respondents
between 25 and 49 years (77%) were more likely to blame men for rape than those 50 years
old and above (70%Men (63%) were slightly more likely thamomen (60%) to blame

women for rape.

About 68% of the respondentsalso believal that most rapes happen because women
encourage menA slightly higher percentage of men (70%) agreed to this statement as
compared to women (67%0he youth (32%) are ledikely to agree that most rape incidents

happen because women encourage men as compared to those above 25 yedrstés6%)

of how women encouragepe,about 60% othe respondents thought that women contribute

to rape by being alone with a man orrtiig with him. As one male studenfrom
Montserradqout it, A Wo men ar e raped because ofinthdhe way
wordsof a female stdenfi Men do not rape women in the st
his room and he rapes you, you asponsible® Anotherfemale studendaid, A woman has

no reason to enter a marnwdaumusbomt agvent sfdbeod

An overwhelming numbeof respondent$83%) thought that women contribute rape by

wearing revealing clothe®\n equally high percentageB4%) of the youth agreed that the
Adredsdo cwas a maj Although dhis badief wak shared by both men and

women, men(86%) were found to bemore likely to believehis myththan women(82%).

Women who wear revealingcot hes ar e seen as Infihe dewefrobnei si ng
adult woman il f a woman doesnot dr ess oOtAanalat t r ac |
student expressed the view tlieff her e ar e some parts of a worl
when you see woman like that you follow her and hijack her in a deserted place and rape

h e rAnaither male studenthad this to sayil t 6 s not the desire of

! A tabledisaggregating the responses by gender is attached as Appendix |




sometimes due to the physical Indipepwettasuechnce o f

persgctives,one male student from Montserrado made some interesting observations.

AThere are two types of rape, accident al
the person has the mind to do it. Accidental rape is about the way the woman dressed

or behaved towards the man and at the end of the day she tries to say that the man
raped her. I f you do it intentionally, yo

Similar sentiments were expressed by the women. Asyooeg adultwoman put it
ABecause of ekshtee shoe glothgsi Meh are sexually active so when they see
girls in those CAlfanalésuentin Borysummérds attitudeppean. 0

thefollowing words:

I n the community, peopl e obsebhengapgdour be
hey wil | not consider whether | was foroc
he was raped because of her dress code.
hey bl ame the woman. o

Women who arerapedwhend r e s s e d i p ar®®eo as adserwng isye female
student put it | t i's acceptable if I undress mysel:
acceptabl e b e Amthesfeamalé studembadtiasdo sayt . 0

AWomen need to take car e aves God emaas thé ves |
body for only one manf my sister was raped, | woufist investigate. If the reason
i s because of the way she was dressed, I
These attitudes portray women as willing partioigain their own victimization and hav
implications forrape reporting. A woman whois seen as dressinguggestively maye
unwilling to come forward because she will be judged harshly by the community and blamed
for the assault.

Participants in the focus group discussions who disagredd that dress code argument

thought thatt was an excuse for rapand one whiclthey did not believe to be justifiable.
Oneyoung woman suggested thiatt he dr ess code candt encour acg
own desire, their imagination that makesthempe. 0 Anot her f enfallfe st u
they say they rape us because of our dress code, let us all start dressing properly and see what

ot her excuse tOheyounggvomareadded:r r ape. O

AMen are responsi bl e f omanrwdlpeablete caase a e | (
man to rape her. Even if you are sexually active, there are so many women who will




be willing to have sex for money. 0

A male studentvho agreed with this position stated i The dr ess code cannc

rape. A womanhashe right to dress anyhow. 0

Interestingly,a woman may beblamed even in situations where they could not be said to
have contributed to rap&or instancea wife may be blametbr denying her husband sex if

he rapes another persdn.the view of onedmale student from Grand Bassa:

AMen are not to be blamed someti mes. For
refused to have sex with her husband and her husband raped her younger sister. In this
case, you should blame both the man and w

A similar view was expressed by another young woman:

fSome women abandon their husbandsder | k no
husband. The man had sex with the woman?o6.
the rape. I f she hadnotavaeb ahnadpopneende dt. hoe ma n

In line with these observationghen asked what could be done to stop rape, a female student
had this to say: fiWomen should agree with th
anyone outside the home to have sex with. If the woatgees, the husband will not rape

her . o

The perception that promiscuous women are the most likely to be raped was also apparent.
Over 70% of the respondents believed that women who engaged in prostitution or had
multiple partners were more likely to beoeal. There were no significant differences between
men and women on this issuEhis perception of the rape victim is erroneous since any
woman is at risk of rape. A victim who is considered promiscuous is more likely to be

blamed or said to have asked itor

Men were blamed for their failure to support their families financially which forced their
children to date ol der men. A female studen:
their children, they will not be raped. Some men do not wantto suppot hei r chi | dr
were also blamed for their failure to control their sexual desires. One young man made these
remar ks: ARnSometi mes men rape to satisfy the

dress code. 0




Alcohol and drugsverealsoidentified asimportantcontributory factorgo rape victimization

by participants the focus group discussioBsugs and alcohomay reducea wo man o s
inhibitions such that she is unabte anticipate danger until itsitoo latelt may also make a

man more aggsesive and predisposed to rape. In the survey, 87.3% of the respondents
thought that women who drink alcohol are more lyikieo be raped. About 83.6% of the
respondents felt that men who took drugs or alcohol were more likely to rape.

The high prevalencef rape in Liberiawas also linked to perceived government inaction

According tooney oung f emal e, Athe punishments are r
who are sentenced are set free which encour
say:adtnioon is being taken because the peopl

female student blamed parents and the community for failing to bring upcthiren

properly.

A notable point that was made in the focus group discussions involvidgnssuwas that

rape was used to punish women who were considered as playing hard Thigetttitude

was more prevalent amostudentsGirls who refusesexualadvances frongoungmen are at

ri sk of rape, especially garg rtamd Mparetny .
girl and the girl refuses, he can rape her .o
not because of the dress code as such. When you love a person and she disagrees and you see
her in revealing clothes, youcancaller t o your pl athewoednafone ape h

female student from Montserrado,

Aln the community, i f you are someone whc
to church and you are raped, people will say she used to go around behaving like
Virgin Mary, now sheds been raped. o

Rudenes®n the part of girlsvas also mentioned as a risk factor for rapee male student
from Ni mba cautioned that Agirls should not

rudenesso.

b. Most of the time when womersay no to sex they mean yes
A wo materéss or otherwise isex may bemisinterpreteddue to social andultural
norms that dictate the behavior of womewaods sexual advanceswomen aregenerally
expected to bgassive andmen the initiators of s&ual relations.In some communities,

women are not expected to give in to a manos




to demonstrateheir good moralsThus, even where a woman saystacsex she may be
perceived as concealing her real interasd forced to have sex nonetheles$o test the
attitude of respondents to this belidfeywere asked to react to the statement findtena
woman say ho to sex they mean y@sAbout 21% d the respondentsagreed with the
statementThere was not muctariationbetween thattitude of theyouth and adults on this.
However, mer(25.6% were found to be more likely to agree with the statement than women
(18.6%. Partcipantsin the focus group discussiorshied more light on this issueMost
participantsdid not categorically believe that a no by a woman meant yes, however, they

noted that sometimes a no meant yes. Most participants believeddhsn sometimes

refuseli ni ti al sexual advanclevsfoshem Asonegoyng mdn t e st |
put it:
AWhenever you approach a female, she wono
or perhaps she wondét say yes or no becau
She just doesndét want to give herself ins

In support of this view, a nha studenfrom Bongsaid iSome women think that if they say
no and you | eave them, t hennothermaledtaderd froml ov e
Montserradpi Wo men as weakwindede Eareen i f they say no,

youcanchangetht no t o yes. 0

Some female participants also agreed with thesamoents. One adult femafeoted i S 0 me
women donoét have the courage to nbay aggase es o
someti mes nAA mdamMenyesa.dded, & oometausenthey wo me
mean it but to see velther their husbands love themhdr husbanananages taonvinceher

thati s n o tFor otleeeomen who show an unwillingness to have sex often mean it.
femaleparticipantf r om Lof a had trheesayeno and meaare no.t SemetiniesS o
when they say no, thepay look as if they are jokings i f t hey dondt mean
female student from Ni mba al so added: AMy n
That is what makes you a woman. Youcid®n should be your decision as an intelligent
person. 0 A young man from Bong suphpifafter ed t hi

that they say no theyou have to leave thealone 0

The belief that women do not readily express their interesexwas linked to traditional

norms by a young womdrom Lofa County,




Aln some traditional practi ce seakmindleda wo0 me
and so other girls and boys will look down on her in the community. That is why

some traditionalwmme n wondét agree at once but wil/
her to give in to him.o

Closely associated with this myth is the belief that women love forced\desn asked if

forced sex was acceptableyaoung man from Bong p etimesi t t hi
acceptable because some people donoét see it
words of anot her young man, ASometi mes It
vi ol ence bef or &manih leisy40sttoanofaghadvttes toisayi Tohi s i s one
the ways lovers can show their love to one another. So in this case, it is acceptable in the
traditional malereapandentinyhB0®addedi Some women cannot

willingly to sex. It has to be force or a st

Men who believe thesenyths arelesslikely to considerforced sexual intercourse in these
circumstances as rap&.woman who genuinely does not want to have sex may find herself

being forced to do so because her initial readsateemed to be the norm

c. Forced sex must be accompanied by physical violence to amount to rape
Rape is commonly perceived as a crime that is committestrapgers under very violent
conditions.Victims of rape are expected to struggle with their attackers to demonstrate their
unwillingnessto have sexhence théelief that women who do not want to be raped could
resist the attacker However,the conventional idea oépeas a violent attack by strangers is
not supported by thexperiencef rape survivorsRapeis usuallycommited by known
people under circumstances in which no violence is apphedno injury sustaineictims
who do noffit the visual stereotypare either blamedor the attackor not believedTo test
respondent sd per c e p attacklooksdike, theyhwere askdd tcosnmpentc a | r a
on the myth thaftorced sex must be accompanied by physical violence to amount to rape.
They were also asked teact tothes t at ement t hat dAif a woman di

could fight off her attacker. o

Oveall, 64.1% agreedthat forced sex must be accompanied by physical violence to
constitute rapeFurther,54.1% of the youth69.6% ofrespondentbetween 25 to 49 years
and 70.5% of those 50 years and above agreed with the statehhenefore, ter

respadents are more likely to perceittee rapevictim in this classical senseMen (67%)

were more likely to agree to the statement than women (62%).




Threequarters of the respondents agreed thabman must demonstrate her unwillingness

to sex by fightingwith her attacker Thus, women who do not show signs of physical
resistance when raped may not be believ€the female student sumarized this in these

w o r d ex:doeé it just happsn when you startanddn not i nterested, I
Amalest udent noted that dif the woman wal ked i
and did not shout for resl sppportsi the behef ghatss s he v

impossible to rape a woman against her will.

Thesefindingsshow that the perceptichat rape attacks anecessarilyiolent is pervasive.
Survivorsare less likely to report rape if the circumstances of the attack do not conform to

this rape stereotypd-urther, rape attacks that do not reflect this common perception are less
likely to be prosecuted or even whthey areprosecuted, convictiommay beunlikely. The

dilemma faced by rape victims in the criminal justice systemegased by a Circuit Court
Judge as followsii Wi t h chi l dren it 1 s easy andothemr ove r
evidence. But for an adult, in the absence of injuries and forensics, it is sometimes difficult to
deci de i f dAhotherwdgeaddeda ped . O

fiEvidence adduced by the state especially with regard to rape cases involving minors is
not a prilem. The medical report will show that there is rape. With those avbo
already sexually activeandhaveo i nj ury, it is difficult to

d. Most charges of rape are unfounded
Women are often accused of making false allegations aboutRappondents were asked to
state their views on whether or not women lie about rape. The majority (56.1%) agreed that
women lie or make baseless claims about r&ihere were slight variations in the opinion of
men (57%) and women (56% Liberia, womanare said to accuseen of rapevhen their
demands for money are not mé&s one male student putii s o met i mes woman |
rape when theredsd hemmbeegt tident hbemdot his to
girls going around men for money.hfe has sex wi t h Thémyththatt hey
women lie about their victimization silences them and prevents tremcoming forward

with their experiences.

e. Rape is a serious crime
To test peopl edbs percept i ot warefaskediceconsmem ono u s n e

the statementhati men who commit rape shoultlhdtinbapgi ven




a very serious <crimeo. Majority of the resp

96.3% of the respondents considered rapesta ery serious crime whikelesser percentage
(90.5% of the respondents thought harsh penalties shouldréscribed A male student

from Grand Bassaho did not think rape was a seriousoffenrtae de t hi s r emar k:
more cases that are moreiserus t han r ape s uch Thissstudent didl e r .
not understand why so much attention was being paid to rape when there were other more
serious offences being committeVhile this view was in the minority, it is worth

highlighting since iunderscores theeedfor increasedensitization.

Generally, ape of children is seen as more seriotfencemeriting a heavier penalty than

rape of adults. When asked what punishment should be given to men who rape in the focus
group discussions, parigiants suggested harsher punishments for perpetrators who raped
children below 14 years, typically a life sentence or the death penalty for the perpetrator, as
the rape of children was unprovoked and more injurious. The suggested punishment for
adults rangd from a few years in jail to counseling for the perpetr@oe male student was

of the opinion that,

R

Alf the person is below 10 year s, t he pe

years and above it should be betweeto 3 years, dependingnothe kind of injury
because some women | i e about rape. o

Asked what should be done to a person who raped an adult woman another male student

replied AJai |l wil!/l not solve the problem. They

f. It should be possiblefor a woman to rape a man
This statement was intended to determine r
raped by a womarRape of a man by a woman is a conceptdftah does not conform to the
s o c i petcgpbos of the rape victinThe expedation of men aghe initiators of sexual
encounters is so rife that being the victim of sexual assault is incompatiblethigth
expectéion. Men who are sexually assaulted by women may thus be ashamed to rdport it.
the surveyp5.8%of the respondenthiought that a woman could rape a man. As regards the
youth, 56% agreed that a woman could rape a Wangnificant percentage (44.4%) did not
believe a woman could rape a m&espondents who were 50 yeald and above were the
least likely to agresvith the ideahat a woman could rape a manterestingly 65% of men

agreedo the statemeras opposed to 50% of women who agreed to the statement.

e



The survey also revealed two important issues. First, there appears to be some confusion in

S 0me p enngslaetdé Bowa woman could rape a maifihis uncertainty was even
expressed by a judge as foll ows: AJudges shc
explained how a woman can rape a man. o Part
tha rape of men is not part of the Liberian culture and, therefore, does not happen. A male
student from Bong had this to say: AA man c.
do not believe in it. It i s nohe fopus group o f ou
discussions felt that men could not be raped by women because they were stronger. One male
participant put it simply: AHow can a woman
be raped by a woman has implications for reporting. A man whassaulted by a woman

would be unwilling to report it for fear of being ridiculed.

Secondly, some participants questioned the definition of male bapause itplaces
emphasis not on the forcible nature of the sexual assault but the penetratic@pehizg on
the body. Participants gave examples of instances where elderly women took advantage of
young innocent teenage boys and had sexual intercourse with them. Although forced, such
encounters do not constitute rape under the Rape Act becauseattrehhicallybeen no

forcible penetration cn opening on the male victim

g. Forced sex with a virgin is acceptable
The purpose of this statement is to assess the belief that first time sexual encounters must be
forced. More than threquarters (82.7%9f the respondents disagreed that foraedwsith a
virgin was acceptable85.9% of the youth and about 80% of those 25 years and above
disagreed. The high number of people whoagise with the statement is possibly an
indicationthatthe belief that havig sex with children ovirgins is a means of making money
or gaining powers not widely heldThis is what a male respondent from Bong \iletieved
that forced ex with a virgin was acceptabtad to say:

ASometi mes you wil|l awll@agree dut $he dambe aghaaneds o n ¢
to lie down with you the man. In this case, you have to force her to make her to get
used to you. This is acceptable. o

As anothermal e respondent put it Ayou have to fo

5.5.2 Understandings of the notion of rape




The definition of rape is an issue thadten engendes controversy. While there is often no
doubt that norconsensual intercourse constitutes rape, consent is defined differently in
different contexts.For instance,n most so@ties, the concept of rapa marriageis a
contradictionin termsbecause consent to sex is assumed in marriage and even in dating
relationships.Traditionally, women are expected to be available for sexual relations with
thar husbands uc h t h a s peesonal feehrags @ needs are not considered as valid
reasons for the denial of sex except in exceptional circumstdPadgularly n patriarchal
societies, ex for the man is seen as a marital right and he determines when and how that right
is exergsed Within this context, forced sex in marriage istlabeled as rape. The same
could sometimesbe said for intimate relationshipSocial norms also play a part in the
definition of rape.Consent to sex maye presumedon the bass of certain societal
expectationsuch as the expectation that a woman would resist the initial sexual advances of
men as a sign of good morals. Fatcgex in such circumstances wouldt be defined as

illegal because resistanby the woman is not interpreted as a refusaloofsent.

To be able to assess what rape means to people in Liparti@jpantsvere asked to define it

in focus group meetingsA femd e st udent from Montserrado
Forcing someone to have s eantrastvaethermalé studdantd s y oL
defined rape as Ahaving s ex w i Thé diffarentp e r s o n
understandingsf rape were reflected in the survey resultstesponsdo the statement that

Arape cannot take pl ac endents agmed while 828cedidagrded % o f
with the statemeniThe youth 89%) werelesslikely to agreethat rape could ndatke place in

marriage. Respondents betwdabe ages o5 and 49 years old were evenly split over the

issue 48.6% agreedhat rapecould not take place in a marriagehile 48.7 disagreedrhe

majority (53%) of thoses0 years and aboagreedhat rape could not take place in marriage.

From the findings,tiis not surprising that marital rape as a concept is more contentious for

those who a 25 years old and above; the majority of married or cohabiting couples fall

within that age group and may have been engaged in instances that could very well be

defined as rape.

Forced sex in nomarital relationships iften not labeled as rape. Aadult woman

considered forced sex to be facceptable if
man from Ni mba, Asometi mes it iI's acceptabl e
out si de t he relationshinp i t ungsmannmdade tlsc c e pt
contribution: Al't i s sometimes acceptable es




Although over 50%of respondentbelieve that rape could be committed in marriage, the
focus group discussions reveatédtthis belief mg be more conceptubllecause most of the
participants wer@ot prepared to criminalizearital rapeWhen askeavhethera husband or

boyfriend should be punished for ra@efemale participant who agreed that rape could take

pl ace i n mar rrieapgoer ts aa ds:t rialn gweirl [but Another my bc
male student pointed out thahilei p e o p | e s h o uslfekelingsealsugband shoutdt h e r
not be jailed forrapp A maninGr and Bassa added: fAa husband s

they will have children. The man should &gvised 0

I n addi ti on, when asked to comment on t he

ryS

rapeo, 37% of respondents agreed with the s
agree with the statement. A sificant percentage of respondents between 25 and 49 years
(42%) agreed with thetatement. Importantly, whil&8% of the respondents agreed that all

forced sex amouad to rape lower percentage (52%) agreed that forced sex in marriage did

not amount toape. Thus, people who generally disapprove of forced sexual intercourse may

qualify their response depending on the context, in this case marriage.

To further probe what rape meant to respondents, they were asked if forced sex was
acceptableOver three quarters (8®) of the respondents said forced sex was unacceptable.

6% said it was acceptable while 5.8% said it was sometimes acceBabitarly, in
response to the statement f@Aa man has a right
agreed wHe 84% disagreed. The responseseem to suggesitatthe acceptability oforced

sex deperslon the contextAlthough 88% said forced sex was unacceptablegernwasked

about rape in marriage, a much lower percent®&@86) agreed that rapeould occur in
marriage.Similarly, in the focus group discussions, participants who said forced sex was

unacceptable made an exception when it came to marital and other intimate relationships.

Forced sex by partners is considered to be a domestic matter to be setdiedyp A young
married woman from Bong stated: AMy husband
canodt spoi l my future so | wil/l call my par
young woman had this tbobamaly. Aalf whél doag&gedt
him to t he ¢ h wonme people do not coresider fotcgd sex in intimate
relationships and marriage as a crime even if they agree that it can occur.

Religion, age and county differences were found irattizude of respondents towards forced

sex. As indicated in Tabl8, Christians 10.9% were less likely to see forced sex as




acceptable. Respondents who practiced traditional relig@@r8%) were the most likely to
consider forced sex as acceptable. Tvas followed by men who had no religion (24.3). For
Muslims, 14.3% considered forced sex to be acceptable. There was interestingly not much

difference in the attitude of men (87.3%) and women (88.7%) towards forced sex.

Table 8: Attitude to forced sex byreligion

Is forced sex| Yes (%) Sometimes (%) No (%)
acceptable?

Christians 5.7 5.2 89
Muslims 6.5 7.8 85.8
Traditional 9.5 23.8 66.7
No Religion 12.9 11.4 75.7
Others 6.7 13.3 80

There were alsoanerational differences in the attitude tovgafdrced sex Personsaged 50
andabove(17%)are more likely to consider forced sex as acceptalie.yduth (6.8%jvere

the least likely to say forced sex was acceptatbeut 12.5% of those between the age of 25

and 49 said forced sex was acceptableerefore, the older the person is, the more likely
he/sheconsidersf or ced sex as acceptabl e. As observe
people talk about forced sex smchthatit is not acceptedut in our time we knew nothing

about it. o

Justifications for Forced Sex
Respondents iBong and Lofa counties wefeund to bemore likely to consider forced sex
as acceptableMarriage wasa major justification forforced sex For somerespondents, a
person who consents to a marriage consents to eachvandsexual act that takes place
within the marriage. Oneefmale studenput it in the followingwordsiii f you ar e mar
a man, y o u s h A mandromhGrana Basgduts tnmabveelaboratey when he
says
AA husband ¢ ann o tyourgatparrieth gou ashoddeknow ehdt gou e
shouldaccept any behavior. That is why when you gohtorch,they will ask you, for
better or for worse. A woman should be able to satisfy her man at all times and the

husband should do the same. If the wonganadt able to have sex, she should still
sacrifice her happiness and have sex. 0




A male student from Montserradoade these comments

AGod made man and God made woman and sai
sexual feeling between man and woman shoulcedpgal. Women should comfort
their man anytime the man feels |ike havi

In the opinion ofsome respondents, a married woman traditionadigs not have sexual
autonomy as the man has the sole right to decide the conditions for sexual relatisns. Th
attitude was more prevalent in Lofountythan the other countied male responderitom

Lofahad this to say: AAccording to native tra
man wants sex. So it is acceppamdent oolhoercee
is not a crime when it comes to our <culture

things are happening. o0 A male respondent fo
own decision when it comes to when to have sex andthdvave it. That is why | say it is

acceptable. o

One major reason fohe perceived lack of sexual autonomy by women was the notion that
women beome the property of their husbands upon marriage. According to some
respondents, the payment of dowry endowe man with wnership rights over the women

and therefore the womanos @A demsle stadentt flom s e x
Montserradovas of thevi ew t hat MAwomen are the property
t hey shoul d al walgthe opihion afarmle tedpendent mbheacause t he
pays dowry, he has t heAnroitghhetr tnoal lkea vree speox1 de
woman should always accept what the husband says. A woman belongs to the man so
what ever he s ay Shisinstionrpartictiarly tellingdin Libfa coankyn the

wordsofonema i n his early 4006s

A We mathewonel They are not the ones who marriedhesmen. So anytime
we want to have sex, they s hewmbrithhoone say |
isacceptedimur cul ture. o

Another male respondentrom Lofa noted:Ai A woman shoul d al ways é
husband says. The woman belongs to the husba

another male respondent had this to say:

A A Ieaodshas power over the wife because he paid dowry to the parents of the
wo man . So it is his right to force the wi




nothing wrong with it. We accept it in ou

The view that women were the propeof their husbands was shared by some woasen

well. According to a female respondent from L
have sex with the husband because the husbar
said:i We accept nfmenbeeadse the man has poaxerthe woman and also
becauseamen own women from the beginni ngoungf God ¢
woman i n fifédre OMan is from the husband so a
saysno hewillberighttbor ce her . Ther e 6Sexistlius qonsidebei e m wi t
bea male marital right by these womehe denial of which warrants the application of force.

The commentdrom thesewomenare not unusuasince their socialization prevents them

from recognizing their own victimization Such womendo not therefore self-identify

themselves as rape victims.

Some respondents thought that forced sex was acceptable because women were merely
sexual objectsAccording to a female respondent in her thirtiesofm L o f a, nWe wer
to our husbands to enjoy us. So they have th
position was reiterated by a male responden
mands satisfacti on. adpfor sexlhera cah leeno dbjaecton.dfrslie i s

says no, then force is necessary. Then it 1is

Forced sex in intimate relationships was also rationalized on religious grduigs.opinion
of a woman from Montserrado:
ir husbands.

he
dnot refuse. {
a sin.o

AThe biblehvays woamenmtsto t

ot her person then you shoul

someone el se and it wild|l be
This view was supported by a young man who suggestedh®#@t Bi b | @ manaayds
womanodés bodies are for both of them. I f you

happens and you force your wife that is not

The various justifications for ragmoint to thepower imbalancéetween men and womem
the socigy. Equating women to marital propergnd sexal objectsreinforcesthe inferior
status of womerviolates theirright to personal integritgnd increasetheir vulnerability to

rape Their objectification makes violence against them seem more validmAléestudent




summarized this in these words i Most men see woana@sathey®rca nf er i
them to have sex. They believe that whatever they say shouldostand.

These traditional beliefs al® uphold men 6sexualentitlementand reinforcetheir dominant
positionand contral Some men resort to sexual violence to stamp their authority on their

partnersin the words of a male respondent:

Al f t he pe shewihsomesmes veant tbg wakedby telling you that she
doesndét wsaxmBecthoskbayeu dondt have any ot he
them. This is not a crime in some areas. o0

As explained bynotherma | e parti ci pant from Grand Bassa:
woman goes out, she has seixh other memand so they fice the woman when she comes

home and s agontroling womenthreughx acausationsf infidelity is supported

by the 2007 LDHS which found that 58% of husbandsée such allegatiorss a means of

marital control Comments by male students thatigjiare sometimes raped for being rude or

for refusing male sexual advancaiso emphasize the ways in which rape is used to control

womenods .behavi or

Thepower to f orce o0n andsawayokaffirming w enfasculimtpAsa wo m
pointed outby a male respondent in his fiftié®m Lofan Dur i ng our days, me
show their power and popularity in the community. There was no law to punish any man for

d o i n Jhisishowsthatdrced sexual intercourse may have been, and probablysséill

meansof social posturinga way ofearnng respectfrom male counterpartand members of

the largecommuniy.

5.7 Other Social Conditions contributing to Rape
Three possiblecontributory factors to rapeere identified inthe focus group discussians
The first of these was tHaberiancivil war. The war is said to have exgalsyoung people to
violence, making them forrhabits that they have not been able to shed. According to one
female student, Afpeopl e have bteybhadgunswheg k ed b
forced people to have sex afdhk 2005 WHO giobak st i |

reportconfirmsthe factthata per sonédés experience with viol

predisposelim to rape. Many young boys and men were atetlito serve in rebel forces in




Liberia exposing them to violence at a very early dgmically, the war may also have

increased the willingness of victims to talk about their experieriRespondents did not

blame wmen who were raped during the wae g8exual assaulEor instance Wwen asked if

he would marry a woman who had been rapechale student from Borgjated @Al t depen.
on how it happened. If in the case of war she was folcealy marry her. If she carriezh

prostitution and toolkkma nroosey andvasr a p e d , | wo Alsd,twithrmareased her .
governmat and international efforts and continuous awareness raisimgivors and their

families mayhave becomenore confident to reporapenow than before the war.

Another explanationfor rapefocused on the financial standing of wome¥ioung women

and girls were criticized for being too demanding and materialiEhiey were accused of
asking for financiafavors from men without thinking of theepercussionsMothers were

also blamed dr encouraging their children to engage in premature dating relationships.
Although women and girls were blamed fdaheir materialism, the explanations given
emphasizeahe link betweerw o me n 6 s apdosexaalitleyce Financial stresses often
pushwomen into relationships of dependency wheexual favorare expected or demanded.
Womenin such vulnerable positiordo not have the ability to negotiate when and how to
engage in sexual relationsesulting in their exploitatianThe fear of losing theimeans of
supportkeeps them in these abusive relationshipge me n 6 s p oskéactdarprapesn a r i
Liberia is supported by théndings of the 2007 LDHS. Womein Liberia were found to
have alower employment ratandwereless likely to be paid in sh as compared tilneir

male counterpartd. DHS 2007).

Men have been fountb be more likely to consider rape as justifiable when they pay for a
womands expenses (Muel hl enhard et al , 1985)
thereforenot consider theselves as perpetrators. This finding is reflected in the comment by
a maleparticipantf r om Ni mba t hat il f you ©provide f ol

refuses to have sex, then force comes i n. |t
re(ports it.o A female student summarized this
saying that | am raising my chicken to eat

observed that women are fAcarel ess waestbengause t
their motives. In Marylandnenwho date young girls are called godfathers. These godfathers

are known to support teenage girls through school, sometimes helping to finance small family
businessesA female participanin a focus group discussie t at e d il want th

stop askig men for money all of the timéet women work and earn their own money, then




men wi | | stop raping women and children. o

Poor women are also at risk of rape becauseahejorcedo perform tasks that expose

them torape (Jewkes, 2002). These include fetching water from the river, walking to the farm

on deserted roads and collecting firewood for cooking. As narrated by one suivivor:w a s

on my way to the farm, when the man saw me on the road. He just jumpeel and had sex

with me. | felt very, very disappointed. o A
went to dig cassava and this man came and pushed me and climbed on me and had sex with

me . I was | at er Intementonstraigiednyustizereforefatus err . 0

all eviating womeamnyfsl poverty to be

The lack ofyouthemployment was also blamed the prevalence of rap®lder men and

women have been found to be more likely to be employed than younger ones (LDHS 2007).

Some espondents thought that youth unemployment in Liberia was causing frustration,

which was being externalized iihe form ofaggressive behavior by men. When asked why

rape was occurring in Liberia, one male stud
men are frustrated because there are no jobs

government should make jobs availalwerf bot h men and women. 0

5.8 Knowledge of the Amended Rape Law
To assess peopledbs knowledge of t he Rape An
heard of the amended rape law. Overall, less than half of the respondents (45.7%) said they
had heard of the lawA low percentage of peoplknew about the lavin Gbarpolu(16%),
Maryland(23.4%) Nimba(21.9%) and Rivergee (12.3%len (50.8%) were more likely to
know about the law than women (42.7%). The difference between men and women as to their
knowledge of tk rape amendment law may perhaps be affected by the higher literacy levels
among males in Liberia (2007 LDHSA lower percentage of the youth (40%@ported
knowing about the law while 49.8% of those between the ages of 25 and 49 said they had
heard abouthe law. This may also be a reflection of the higher literacy levels among the
older generation in LiberiaThe ignorance surrounding the Amended Rape Law was
confirmed in focus group discussiorfSome p@rticipants who claimed knowledge of the

amended lawvere sometimes misinformed or confused about it.




6 RECOMMENDATIONS

1. To ercouragereporting and increased recoursdlte legal processhe SGBV
Unit within the Ministry of Justice should be given the necessary support and
assistance tbe able to expahits operations throughout the countfere is
need totrain and employ qualified statb perform the relevanduties The
unit shouldsupport victims through the investigations stage, court preparation
and trial. It will also provide information andferral services. It functions
shouldinclude

a. The facilitation of the movement of witnesses to court.

b. Provision of information on the legal process to survivors and their
families.

c. Organizing court familiarization visits for witnesses before trial to
minimize the fears of witnesses about the ti&lis will demystify the
court room for victims and witnesses.

2. To ensurenationalownership andhe sustainability of the efforts addressing
rape, linkages should be developed between the formal and infortoes. ac
Traditional authorities churches and other religious grougbould be
integrated into rape advocacy programmes.

3. The government should dialogue with traditional authorities on how customary
|l aws could be reformed to protect wome

4. The Laws relevant to the issue of rape, particularly ®Rape Law and the
Inheritance Law must be synchronizisdremoveconsistenes relating to the
age of consent

5. The Rape Law must be revisited to give a statutory minimum sentence in rape
cases.

6. Given the highprevalence of rape amormfpildren, & in-depth sudy on the
causes of rape of childreshould be doneThis subject was not pursuedin
depth in this report given the limited time frame and the fact that it was outside
our terms of reference.

7. Impactassessenton all programmes geared towards addressing the issue of
rape should be done on a continuous basis.

8l nternational donors and government m
initiatives and girlsd education

9. The government and its international partnersusth develop the forensic




investigation capability of the Police.

Recommendations for thePolice

10.The WACPS should be well resourcadd continuously trained on women
and childrends pr ot e cAdequate offica shacend i d e n c
equipmenshauld be provided for WACPS offices throughout the country.

11.Continuous traininggn women and children protection aenidence gathering
in rape cases should beganizedor the police.

12.Clerks within the police service and the courts should be trainedcondre
keepingto ensure ta proper transfer and documentation of rape dasesthe
police to the prosecution.

13.Survivors of rape must be well informed about the various stages of the legal
processby the police, as the first law enforcement agency toorespo
victims.

14.Safe homes should be provided in all the counties for victims.

Recommendations for theMinistry of Justice

15. Support staff for the courts should be trainadsecretarial and filing skills

16. Prosecutorsnustbe trainedn rapeprosecuion. Theymust be educatesh the
needfor protective measurefor vulnerable survivors, particularly children,
during rape trials In addition to in camera hearingsjeasuressuch as
screening the witness from the perpetraghrould be employed These
measires are necessary given thatsignificant number ofeported cases
involve children

17. A reference library should be provided for attorneys and judges.

18. Prosecutors must be encouraged to ¢gezlbackon the trial to survivors and
their families. Decisionsnade by prosecutors and judges must be explained to
them.Regular information flowwill address some of the negative impressions
survivors have of the criminal justice system.

19. Doctors should bsensitized on the needtestify in rape trials.

Recommertations for the Judiciary
20.Judges must be trainech rape prosecution, particularly on witness protection
methods.

21.The judiciary must ensure that rape cases are heard in camera in all counties in




accordance with the Amended Rape law.
22.The Ministry of Justiceshould be provided with the necessary funding to be

able to provide the needed facilities for rape prosecution.

The Public
23. Awarenessprogrammeson the Amended Rape @aw and of rape must be
intensifiedin all counties. The education programmeshould foca on the
following:
a. Youth sensitization on the Rape Amendment Law and the
consequences of gang rape.
b. There should be increased sensitization in schools. Rape
Amendment Law should be disseminated in schdblpossible, the
law should le translated it the local languages and disseminated.
c. Thepublic must be educated on tB8eiminal Justice $stem including
therights of the accused in criminal trialsducating the public othe
legal process will address some of the negative perceptions they have
about the legal process and encourage reporting.
d. Attention must be paid to male rape. The public must be sensitized to
the reality of male rape and encouraged to raport
24.Public education must also focus on attitude change. There must be the
promotion of nonstereotypical gender roles in schqdlse mediaand the
public. Teaching in schools and media coverage must be gender sergigve.
school curriculum should be reviewed @osure the removal of all gender
stereotypes.
25. All efforts on rape must be catinated to ensure consistency in the messages
given out to the public. There must be a standard procedure for rape
awarenessNGOs must work together to standardize their campaagrs

advocates must be trained on how to perform their advocacy.
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